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LETTER fromthe Biſhop of Meaux 
to Robert Nelſon, Eſq; upon his 
having read Dr. Bull's Book, | en- 
tituled Judicium Eccleſiæ Catho- 
licæ Trium Primorum Seculorum 
de neceſſitate credendi, quod Do- 
minus noſter Jeſus Chriſtus, fit 
rerus Deus. ] preſented to him by 
that worthy Gentleman. 


To Mr. Nelſon at Blackheath. 


St. Germaine en Laye, 24 Fuly, 1700. 


| Received, Sir, about a fortnight ago 
the honour of your Letter from Black- 
eath near London, dated the 18th of 
Fuly of the laſt Year, when at the ſame 
ime you ſent me Dr. Ball's Book enti- 
uled, Fudicium Eccleſiæ Catholice, QC. 
mult firſt, Sir, acquaint you, that the 
ight of your Hand and Name gave me 
great deal of Joy, and that I was ex- 
emely pleaſed with this teſtimony of 
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4 The Biſhop of Meaux's 
your remembrance. As to Dr. Ball's per 
formance, I was willing to read it all 
over, before I acknowledged the receipt 
of it, that I might be able to give you 
my ſenſe of it. *Tis admirable, and the 
matter he treats could not be explained 
with greater Learning and greater judg- 
ment. This is what I defire you would 
be pleaſed to acquaint him with, and at 
the ſame time with the unfeigned Con- 
gratulations of all the Clergy of France, 
aſſembled in this place, for the Service 
he does the Catholick Church in ſo well 
defending her determination of the neceſ- 
ſity of believing the Divinity of the Son 
of God. Give me leave to acquaint him, 
there is one thing I wonder at, which is, 


that ſo great a Man, who ſpeaks ſo ad- 


vantageoufly of the Church, of Salva- 
tion which is obtain'd only in Unity with 
her, and of the infallible aſſiſtance of the 
Holy Ghoſt in the Council of Nice; 
which infers the ſame aſſiſtance for all 
others aſſembled in the ſame Church, can 
continue a moment without acknow- 
ledging her. Or either, Sir, let him 


vouchſafe to tell me who am a zealousf 


defender of the Doctrine he teaches, 
what it is he means by the term Catholick 
Church ? Is it the Church of Rome, * 
th oſe 
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n thoſe that adhere to her? Is it the Church 

or of England? Is it a confuſed heap of 

du Societies ſeparated the one from the 

he WM orber ? And how can they be that King. 

ed dom of Chriſt not divided againſt it felt, 

g- and which never ſhall periſh ? It would 

a be a great ſatisfaction to me to receive 
al ſome anſwer upon this Subject, that 
on- Might explain the Opinion of fo weighty 
and ſolid an Author. I very much rejoice 
at the good News you ſend me of your 
Lady's welfare, whom I heartily pray 
tor, with you and your Family. You 
have been rightly inform'd in the ac- 
count you have received of the admira- 
ble Qualifications of the Arch Biſhop of 


ad- Paris, now Cardinal de Noailles, the See 
va- of St. Denis has not for a long time been 
niht ſo worthily filled. If Mr. Collier whom 
the vou mention has written any thing in 
ce; Latin concerning the modern myſtical 
ali Dvinity, you will oblige me in convey- 
can ing it to me. But above all remember, 
ow that 1 am with a great deal of ſincerity, 
him 9 1R, 

lous Tour moſt humble, and 

ches moſt obedient Servant, 
olick 


and + J. Benigne Biſhop of Meaux. 
Dr. 
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he ————— 


Dr. B U L L's Anſwer. 


Sect. I, HE approbation of my 
Writings by ſo learned 


and illuſtrious a Prelate 

as Monſieur de Meauæx, eſpecially when 
Join'd with the Congratulations of the 
learned Clergy of France in general, is ſo 
high an Honour done me, that it I did 
not ſet a great value on it, I were alto- 
gether unworthy of it. 

Bur as to the Wonder of Monſieur de 
Meauæx, I cannot but very much wonder 
at it, eſpecially at the Reaſons on which 
it is grounded. He wonders how I that 
ſpeak ſo advantageouſly of the Church, &c. 
can continue a moment without ackrow: 
ledging her. Her! What her doth the 
Biſhop mean? Doubtleſs the preſent 
Church of Rome, in the Communion 
whereof he himſelf lives, and ro which 
his defign ſeems to be to invite me. But 
where do I ſpeak fo advantagiouſly of 
the preſent Church of Rome? No where, 


Lam ſure. My thoughts concerning by 
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what meant by | A 


I have plainly (perhaps too plainly and 
bluntly in the Opinion of Monſieur de 
Meaux, ) deliverd in the Book which 
he ſo commends, Jad. Eccl. Cathol. cap. 5. 
§. 3. where having ſpoken of that fin- 
gular Purity of the Faith, which was in 
the Church of Rome in the firſt Ages; and 
taken notice of, and extolled by ſome of 
the Primitive Fathers, I thus conclude, 
“Oh that ſo great a Happineſs, ſuch 
« Parity of Faith had always continued 
« in that Church! Bur, alas! we may 
„ now Cry out in the holy Propher's 
“ words, How ts the faithful City become 
« an Harlot? Iſai. 1. 21. 

But Monſieur de Meaux ſeems to 
think the Roman and the Catholick 


Church to be convertible Terms, which 


is ſtrange in ſo learned a Man, eſpecially 
at this time of the day. Cannot the Ca- 
tholick Church be mention'd, but pre- 


ſently the Roman Church muſt be un- 


detſtood? The Book which the Biſhop 
refers to, bears this Title, Jadicium 
Eccleſie Catholica trium primorum ſecu- 
lorum, &c. Of the Catholick Church of 
the three firſt Centuries, I do indeed 
ipeak with great deference. To her 
Judgment (next to the Holy Scriptures; ) 


| appeal againſt the oppugners. of our. 
A 4. Lord's: 
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Lord's Divinity at this day, whether 
Arians or Socinians. The Rule of Faith, 
the Symbols or Creeds, the Profeſſion 
whereof was in thoſe Ages the condi- 
tion of Communion with the Catholick 
Church, (mention'd by Irenæus, Iertul- 
lian, and others,) I heartily and firmly 
believe. This Primitive Catholick Church, 
as to her Government and Diſcipline, 
her DoQrines of Faith, and her Wor- 
ſhip of God, I think ought to be the 
Standard, by which we are to judge of. 
the Orthodoxy and Purity of all other 
ſucceeding Churches, according to that. 
Vide 4poſ. 34. Excelent Rule of Tertullian 
r Corc. Erbe de P reſcript. adv. Here. 
Can. 8. cap. xx, xxi.“ Every Deſcent 
* mult neccſſari ly deduce it ſelf from its 
* firſt Original. If theſe things are true, 
* it is plain that every Doctrine which 
** theſe Apoſtolical, theſe Original and 
«© Mother-Churches held as analogous 
* to the Rule of Faith, is to be owned 
** as true, and as containing without 


doubt what the Churches received 


* from the Apoſtles, the Apoſtles from 
* Chriſt, Chriſt from God; bur that all 
*-other DoQtrine is to be looked upon 
* as falſe, and no ways ſavouring of 
*'thoſe Truths which have been deli- 

| * yered. 
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< vered by the Churches, and the Apo- 
« ſtles, and Chrift, and God. And to 
* the ſame purpoſe he diſcourſeth, 
© cap. 31. ejuſdem Libri. 


According to this Rule, the Church of 
England will be found the beſt and pu- 
reſt Church this Day in the Chriſtian 
World. Upon which account, I bleſs 
God that I was born, baprized and bred 
up in her Communion; wherein I firmly 
reſolve by his Grace to perſiſt, as long 
as I live. How far the preſent Church 
of Rome hath departed from this Pri- 
mitive Pattern, will appear hereafter. 


Monſieur de Meaux adds as a farther 
Reaſon of his Wonder, that I ſpeak of 
Salvation as only to be found in unity 
with her. Her! Doth the Biſhop here 
again mean the preſent Church of Rome? 
If he doth, I muſt plainly tell him, that 
[ am ſo far from ever thinking, that Sal- 
vation is only to be found in unity with 
her, that on the contrary I verily believe 
they are in great danger of their Salva- 
tion, who live in her Communion, that 
is, who own her erroneous DoQtines, 
and join in her corrupt Worſhip, of 
which Iſhall give a large account before I 
have done, I do indeed in the Book, 

A 5 Which 


10 © The Catholick Church 
which the Biſhop hath an Eye unto, 
ſhew, that there was a Canon or Rule of 
Faith received in the Primitive Church, 
which whoever in any point thereof de- 
nied or oppoſed, was judged an Here- 
tick, and if he perſiſted in his Hereſie, 
caſt out of the Communion of the Ca- 
tholick Church, and ſo out of the ordi- 
nary way of Salvation. But what is this 
to the preſent Church of Rome and her 
Communion ? 
The Biſhop's laſt Reaſon is, that I own 
the infallible Aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt 
in the Council of Nice, which infers the 
fame Aſſiftance for all others aſſembled in 
the ſame Church. To which I anſwer ; 
I mention this indeed as the Opinion of 
Socrates, but at the ſame time, I give 
another account of the Credit that is to 
be given to the determination of the N.. 
cene Council in the Article of our Sa- 
viour's Divinity, in the Proemium of my | 
Defenſio Fidei Nicenæ, $. 3. where my 
words are theſe; © But the ſame So. 
s crates, Chap. ix. of the ſame Bock, 
e reproves Sabinus for not conſidering 
* with himſelf, that they who came to 
© this Council, how illiterate ſoever 
* they were, yet being enlightened by 
* God, and the Grace ot the Holy — 
cou 
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“ could in no wiſe depart from the 
* Truth. For he ſeems to have thought 
„the enlightening Grace of the Holy 
“ Ghoſt always to accompany a General 
„Council of Biſhops, and to preſerve 
them from Error, eſpecially in any of 
the neceſſary Articles of Faith. Which 
Suppoſition, if any one ſhall refuſe to 
admit of, Socrates's Argumentation 
may be thus directed and urged againſt 
him: The Nicene Fathers, let any 
imagine them as unskilful and illite- 
rate as he will, yet in the main, were 
doubtleſs pious Men: But it is incre- 
* dible that fo many holy and approved 
Men, aſſembled from all Parts of the 
* Chriſtian World, (who, how defe- 
* Qive ſoever in any other fort of Know- 
** ledge, could by no means be ignorant 
* of the firſt and fundamental Doctrine 
of the Holy Trinity, a DoQtine 
* wherein the very Carechumens were 
not uninſtructed, or of what themſelves 
had received from their Predeceſſors 
concerning it,) ſhould wickedly con- 
{pire amongſt themſelves, to new mo- 
** del the Faith received in the Church, 
concerning this principal Article of 
* Chriſtianity. And indeed, all theſe 
things conſidered and laid together, it 
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was morally impoſſible that the Nicene 
Fathers ſhould have erred, in the Deter- 
mination of the Article before them. 
And that they did not actually err, I 
have ſufficiently proved in the Biſhop's 
— Judgment, in the following Trea- 
tlie. 

But ſuppoſe I were fully of Socrates's 
Opinion, concerning the infallible Aſſi- 
ſtance of the Holy Ghoſt attending every 
truly General Council in matters of 
Fairh, I ſhould be never the nearer to 
the Communion of the Church of Rome, 
as it is now ſubjected to the Decrees of 
the-Trent-Council : For as J afterwards 
add in the ſame Preface, d. 8. The 
** Allembly at Trent is to be called by 
* any other Name, rather than that of 
** a General Council. | 

proceed to the Biſhop's Queſtions : 
He asks me what I mean by the Catbolick 
Church © | anſwer : What I mean by the 
'Catbolick Church in the Book, which he 
all along reters to, I have already ſhewn, 
and the very Title of the Book ſufh- 
ciently declares. If he asks me what 1 
mean by the Catholick Church, ſpeaking 
of it as now it is? I anſwer ; By the 
'Catholick Church, I mean the Church 
Univerſal, being a Collection of all the 

Churches 


Churches throughout the World, who 
retain the Faith (ares) once delivered to 
the Saints; Jude 3. that is, who hold 
and profeſs in the Subſtance of it, that 
Faith and Religion which was delivered 
by the Apoſtles of Chriſt to the firſt 
original Churches, according to Tertul- 
lian's Rule before- mention d. Which 
Faith and Religion is contain'd in the 
Holy Scriptures, eſpecially of the New 
Teſtament, and the main Fundamentals 
of it compriz'd in the Canon or Rule of 
Faith, univerſally received throughout 
the Primitive Churches, and the Profeſ- 
ſion thereof acknowledged to be a ſuffi- 
cient teſſera or badge of a Catholick 
Chriſtian. All the Churches at this day 
which hold and profeſs this Faith, and 
Religion, however diſtant in place, or 
diſtinguiſh'd by different Rites and Ce- 
remonies, yea, or divided in ſome extra- 
fundamental Points of Doctrine, yet 
agreeing in the Eſſentials of the Chriſtian 
Religion, make up together one Chri- 
{tian Catholick Church under the Lord 
Chriſt, the ſupreme Head thereof. The 
Catholick Church under this Notion, is 
not a confuſed beap of Societies ſeparated 
one from another. But it ſeems, no other 
Union of the Church will fatisfie the Bi- 


thop, 
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ſhop, but an Union of all the Churches of 
Chriſt throughout the World, under one 
viſible Head, having a Juriſdiction over 
them all, and that Head the Brſhop of 
Rome for the time being. But ſuch an U. 
nion as this was never dream'd of amongſt 
Chriſtians for at leaſt the firſt Six hun- 
dred Years. as ſhall be ſhew in its due 
Place. 
The Catholick Church, I believe, ſhall 
never totally fail, that is, Chriſtianity 
ſhall never utterly periſh from the Face 
of the Earth, but there ſhall be ſome to 
maintain and uphold it to the end of the 
World. Alchough ſome of the ancient 
DoQtors of the Church have given us a 
very tragical Deſcription of the ſtate of 
the Univerſal Church of Chriſt, which 
ſhall be under the Reign of the great 
Antichriſt. But I know of no Promiſe of 
Indefectibility from the Faith made to 
any particular Church, no, not to the 
Church of Rome it ſelf. And if we may 
judge by the Holy Scriptures, and by the 
Doctrine and Practice of the Primitive 
Catholick Church, the preſent Church of 
Rome hath alreagy lamentably fail'd, and 
fallen into many dangerous and groſs 
Errors, as will by and by appear. Now 
that Church which hath already a = 
all 


; 
| 
7 
þ 
| 


what meant by it. I5 

fail'd, why may ſhe not utterly fail? If 
ſhe be found but in one Error, the infal- 
lible direction of her Judgment, upon 
which her Indefectibility from the Faith 
mult depend, is gone and deſtroy'd. I add, 
that divers eminent * Doctors, , ,.,... 5 
even of the Roman Commu- Viegain Apoc. 
nion, have diſcover'd out of 17. 
the Apocalyps, that Rome it 
ſelf ſhall at length become the Seat of 
Antichriſt. If ſo, where will the Church 
of Rome then be ? | 

But I wonder why Monſieur de Meauæx 
ſhould ask me, whether by the Catho- 
lick Church, I mean the Church of Rome 
or the Church of England? He knows 
full well, I mean neither the one nor the 
other. For to ſay either of the Church 
of Rome, or of the Church of England, 
or of the Greek Church, or of any other 
particular Church of what denomination 
ſoever, that it is the Catholick or Uni- 
verſal Church, would be as abſurd, as 
to affirm that a part is the whole. And 
to be ſure I never meant the Church of 
Rome to be the Catholick Church exclu- 
ſively to all other Churches. I am ſo far 
from any ſuch meaning, that my con- 
tant Judgment of the Church of Rome 
hath been, that if ſhe may be . 

l 
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{ 
| | fſtill to remain a Part, or Member of the 


Grounds and Reaſons not very eafie to 
be anſwer'd, ) yet ſhe is certainly a very 
unſound and corrupted one, and fadly 
degenerated from her Primitive Purity. 
This I muſt infift upon, and have obli- 
ged my ſelf to prove; and I prove it thus: 


Sect. II. The Church of Rome hath 
yu altered the Primitive Eccleſiaſtical 

overnment , changed the Primitive 
Canon or Rule of Faith, and miſerably 
corrupted the Primitive Liturgy or Form 
of Divine Worſhip. 72 

1/t, She hath quite altered the Pri- 
mitive Eccleſiaſtical Government, by ere- 
Cting a Monarchy in the Church, and 
ſerring up her Biſhop, as the univerſal 
Paſtor and Governour of the whole Ca- 
tholick Church, and making all other 
Biſhops to be but his Vicars and Subſti- 
rutes, as to their Juriſdiction. 

For that the Biſhop of Rome had no 
ſuch univerſal Juriſdiction in the Primi- 
tive Times, is moſt evident from the 
fixth Canon of the firſt Nicene Council, 


Egypt 9 


Catholick Church, (which [hath been 
queſtioned by ſome learned Men, upon 


occaſioned, as it appears, by the Schiſm 
of Meletius, an ambitious Biſhop in 
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Egypt, who took upon him to ordain 
Biſhops there, without the conſent of 
the Metropolitan Biſhop of Alexandria. 
The Words of the Canon are theſe : Let 
the ancient Cuſloms prevail that are in 
Egypt, Lybia, and Pentapolis, That the 
Biſhop of Alexandria have the Power over 
them all, for as much as the Biſhop of 
Rome alſo hath the like Cuſtom. In like 
manner, in Antioch, and all other Pro- 
vinces, let the Privileges be preſerved 
to the Churcbes.] From this Canon it is 
plain, that the three Metropolitan Bi- 
ſhops, or Primates, ( they were not as 
yet, I think call'd Patriarchs) of Alex- 
andria, Rome and Antioch, had their di- 
{tint Juriſdictions, each independant on 
the other; and that all other chief Bi- 
ſhops or Primates of Provinces, had the 
lame Privileges which are here con- 
firm'd to them. Ir is true, this Canon 
doth not particularly deſcribe or deter- 
mine what the Bounds are of the Roman 
Biſhop's Power, as neither doth it the 
Limits of the Biſhop of Ant ioch's Ju- 
riſd i ĩon, but only thoſe of the Biſhop 
ot Alexandria's Province. The Reaſon 
hereof is manifeſt, the caſe of the Bi- 
hop of Alexandria only was at this 
time laid before the Synod, whoſe Ju- 
riſdiction 
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riſdiction in Egypt had been lately inva- 
ded by the ſchiſmatical Ordinations of 
Meletiu, as before obſerv'd. But that 
the Roman Biſhop's Power, as well as 
that of the other Metropolitans, had its 
Bounds, is moſt manifeſt from the Ex- 
ample that is drawn from thence, for 
the Limits of other Churches. For what 
an abſurd thing is it, that the Church 
of Rome ſhould be made the Pattern for 
aſſigning the Limits to other Metropo- 
litan Churches, it that Church alſo had 
not her known Limits at the fame time 
when this Canon was made ! Intollera- 
ble is the Expoſition which Belarmin, 
and other Romaniſts give of theſe words 
of the Canon; for as much as the Bi- 
ſhop of Rome alſo bath the like Cuſtom ;, 
i. e. (they ſay,) It was the Cuſtom of 
© the Biſhop of Rome to permit, or 
% leave to the Biſhop of Alexandria the 
Regimen of Egypt, Libia and Pentapo- 
„Ji. Certainly, ro (wnla és im- 
plies a like cuſtom in the Church of 
Alexandria, and in the Church of Rome; 
and the ſenſe of the Canon is moſt evi. 
dent , that the Biſhop of Alexandria 
ſhould, according to the ancient cuſtom 
of the Church, (not by the permiſſion of 
the Roman Biſhop,) enjoy the full Power 

in 
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in his Province, as by the like ancient 
cuſtom the Biſhop of Rome had the Ju- 
ri{diction of his. But they that would 
ſee this Canon fully explain'd and clear'd 
from all the trifling Cavils and Exce- 
ptions of the Romanifts, may conſult 
the large and copious Annotations of the 
learned Dr. Beveridge , Biſhop of St. 
Ajaph, upon it, where they will receive 
ample ſatisfaction. 

Thus was the Government of the Ca-- 
tholick Church in the Primitive Times 
diſtributed among the ſeveral chief Bi- 
{hops or Primates of the Provinces, nei- 
ther of them being accountable ro the 
other, bur all of them to an Oecumenical 
Council, which was then held to be the 
only ſupreme viſible Judge of Contro- 
verſies atiſing in the Church, and to 
have the power of finally deciding them. 
Hence the caſe of the Biſhop of Alex - | 
andria betore-mention'd, was not brought 
before the Biſhop of Rome, or any other 
Metropolitan, but referr'd to the Fa- 
thers of the Nicene Council to be finally 
determined by them. 

The univerſal Paſtorſhip or Govern- 
menr of the Catholick Church, was ne- 
ver claim'd by any Biſhop till towards 
the end of the ſixth Century, and then 
iT 
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it was thought to be challenged by John 
Patriarch of Conſtantinople, aſſuming to 
himſelf the Title of Oecumentical or Uni. 
verſal Biſhop ; whom Gregory the Great, 
Bithop of Rome, vehemently oppoſed , 
Pronouncing him the forerunner of An- 
tichriſt, who durſt uſurp ſo arrogant a 
Title. And 'tis worthy obſerving how 
paſſionately the ſame Gregory expreſſeth 
his deteſtation of the Pride and Arro- 
gance of the Patriarch of Conſtantinople, 
in his Letter to Mauritius the Emperor: 
145... I am forc'd to cry out, 
Eta, © O the Times! O the 
©”  -& Manners! All things in 

* theParts of Europe are delivered up to 
* the Power of barbarous People. Cities 
are deſtroyed, Caſtles demoliſhed , 
Provinces depopulated, Cc. and yet 

the Biſhops, who ought to have lain 

proſtrate on the ground cover'd with 

Aſhes and Weeping, even they cover 
to themſelves Names of Vanity, and 

glory in new and prophane. Titles, 

And yet this Name of Vanity, this new 
and prophane Title of Univerſal Biſhop, 
was afterwards accepted by Boniface III. 
Biſhop of Rome, when *twas offer'd him 
by that bloody Miſcreant Phocas the 
Emperour ; and the ſame Title 2 
een 
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by the ſame Oath they are obliged to 
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been own'd by the ſucceeding Biſhops of 
the Roman Church, and that as due to 
them by Divine Right. Indeed, it may 
be queſtion'd whether John of Conſtan- 
tinople, by aſſuming the Title of Oecu- 
menical Biſhop, meant that he had an 
univerſal Juriſdiction over all other Bi- 
ſhops and Churches: But this is certain, 
that Gregory oppoſed the Title under 
this Notion; this appearing abundantly 
from his || Epiſtle to John the || Lib. 4. 
Patriarch; and 'tis as certain piſt. 38. 
that under the ſame Notion the Biſhops 
of Rome afterwards aſſum'd that Title, 
and do claim it to this day. Nay, the 
Univerſal Paſtorſhip and Juriſdiction of 
the Roman Biſhop over all Biſhops 
and Churches, is now no longer a meer 
Court-Opinion, maintain'd only by the 
Pope's Parafites and Flatterers, but is be- 
come a part of the Faith of the Church 
of Rome ; it being one of the Articles of 
the Trent-Creed, ro which all Ecclefi- 
aſticks are ſworn themſelves, and which, 


teach the Laity under their care and 
charge, as hereafter will appear. So that 
now there is no room for that Diſtinction, 
wherewith ſome have ſooth'd and pleaſed 
themſelves, between the — and 
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Court of Rome; for the Court is. enter'd 
into the Church of Rome, or rather the 
Court and Church of Rome are all one, 


Sect. III. 2. The Church of Rome hath 
changed the Primitive Canon, or Rule of 
Faith, by adding new Articles to it, as 
neceſſary to be believ'd in order to Sal. 
vation: Look to the Confeſſion of Faith, 
according to the Council of Trent. It 
begins indeed, with the Primitive Rule 
of Faith as is explain'd by the Council 
of Nice and Conſtantinople , and happy 
had it been for the Church of Chriſt if 
it had ended there. But there are added 
afterwards a many new Articles, and 
with reference to them, as well as to the 
Articles of the old Creed ; it concludes 
thus: © This true Catholick Faith, 
without which none can be ſaved, 


 & which I now willingly profeſs and un- 


& 


e feignedly hold; the ſame I promiſe, 
« yow, and ſwear, by the help of God, 
* moſt conſtantly to keep and confeſs, 
de entire and inviolate, even to my laſt 
Breath ; and to endeavour moreover, 
* to the utmoſt of my power, that it 
« may be kept taught, and profeſſed by 
ce all my Subjects, or by thoſe that are 
* any Way under my care, So help me 

* God, 
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« Gcd, and theſe his holy Goſpels. 
Now if you examine thoſe Articles 
that follow after the Conſtantinopolit an 
Creed, you will find they are not meerly 
explicatory of any Article or Articles of the 
old Canon of Faith; (ſuch as that of 5yos- 
o:@- or ſame Subſtance in the Nicene 
Confeſſion, which was virtually contain'd 
in the ancient Canon, and by good conſe- 
quence deducible from ir, and was appa- 
Matly alſo the ſenſe of the Catholick Church 
before the Nrcene Council ; ) but they 
are plain Additions to the Rule of Faith. 
Now if theſe Articles were true, yet they 
ought not preſently to be made a' part 
of our Creed; for every Truth is not 
tundamental, nor every Error damnable. 
We deny not but that General or Provin- 
cial Councils may make Conſtitutions 
concerning extra fundamental Veriries , 
and oblige all ſuch as are under their ju- 
riſdiction to receive them, at leaſt paſ- 
ſively, ſo as not openly and contuma- 
cioully to oppoſe them. But to make 
any of theſe a part of the Creed, and to 
oblige all Chriſtians under pain of Dam- 
nation to receive and believe them, this 
is really to add to the Creed, and to 
change the ancient Canon or Rule of 
faith. But alas! theſe ſuperadded Ar- 
ticles 


24 The Holy Euchariſt only 
ticles of the Trent-Creed, are ſo far 
from being certain Truths, that they are 
moſt of them manifeſt Untruths, yea, 
groſs and dangerous Errors. To make 
this appear, I ſhall not refuſe the pains 
of examining ſome of the chief of them. 
The firſt Article I ſhall rake notice of 
is th; © I profeſs, that in the Maſs is 
offered to God a true, proper, and 
** propitiatory Sacrifice for the Living 
* and the Dead; and that in the molt 
* holy Sacrament of the Eucharift , 
© there is truly, and really, and ſub- 
4 ſtantially the Body and Blood, toge- 
« ther with the Soul and Divinity of 
e our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; and that there 
“js wrought a Converſion of the whole 
« ſubſtance of the Bread into the Body, 
| « and of the whole ſubſtance of the 
20 « Wine into the Blood, which Conver- 
( ſion the Catholick Church calls Tran- 
4» * ſubſtantiation, Where this Propoſition W* 
[That in the Maſs there is offer d to God 
a true, proper, and propitiatory Sacrifice 
4} for the Living and the Dead,] having 
that other of the ſub/lantial Preſence of 
the Body and Blood of Chrift in the Eu- 
chariſt immediately annexed to it; the 
meaning of it muſt neceſſarily be this, 
That in the Euchariſt the very —_—_— 
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Blood of Chriſt are again offer'd up to 
God as a propitiatory Sacrifice for the 
Sins of Men. Which is an impious 


Propoſition, derogatory to the one full 
Satisfaction of Chriſt made by his Death 


%* * 


c Jon the Croſs, and contrary to expreſs 
- I Scripture, Heb. 7. and 27. and 9. and 
i 12, 15, 26, 28. and 10. 12, 14. It is true, 
; the Euchariſt is frequently call'd by the 
K antient Fathers TeITPE7y Jvsia, an Obla- 

tion, a Sacrifice, But it is to be remem- 
„ ber d, that they ſay alſo it is Sci a0 
>. iu, a reaſonable Sacrifice, a Sa- 
f WW crifice without Blood: Which, how can 
re I it be faid to be, if therein the very Blood 
le Hof Chriſt were offer'd up to God. 


They held the Euchariſt to be a com- 
ge Nnemorative Sacrifice, and ſo do we. 
.r. This is the conſtant Language of the 
„. ancient Liturgies, We offer by way of 
on Ncommemoration; according to our Savi- 
od Jour's Words when he or- 

fe ain'd this holy Rite, Do Fu#. Marr. 


n is in commemoration of tab. cum 

| me. In the Euchariſt then, 2 . 
Eu. Chriſt is offer'd not Hypo- 

the Rlatically as the Trent Fathers have de- 
nis, ermin'd, (for ſo he was but once offer d) 
and Hut commemoratively only: And this 


ommemoration is made to God the Fa- 
B ther, 
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26 The Holy Euchariſt only 
ther, and is not a bare remembring, or 


putting our ſelves in mind of him. For 
every Sacrifice is directed to God, and 


the Oblation therein made, whatſoever 


it be, hath him for its Object, and not 
Man. In the holy Euchariſt therefore 
we ſet before God the Bread and Wine, 


as Figures or Images of the precious Blood 


of Chriſt ſhed for us, and of bis precious 
Body; (they are the very words of the 
Clementine Liturgy,) and plead to Gol 
the merit of his Son's Sacrifice once 
ofter?d on the Croſs for us Sinners; and 
in this Sacrament repreſented, beſeech- 
ing him for the ſake thereof, to beſtow 
his heavenly Bleſſings on us. 

To conclude this matter: The Anci- 
ents held the Oblat ion of the Eucharif 
to be anſwerable in ſome reſpetts to 
the legal Sacrifices; that is, they be- 
liev'd that our Bleſſed Saviour ordain' 
the Sacrament of the Euchariſt as 4 
Rire of Prayer and Praiſe to God, inſtead 
of the manifold and bloody Sacrifices of 
the Law. That the /egal Sacriſices were 
Rites to invocate God by, is evident 
from many Texts of Scripture, ſee eſpe 
cially 1 Sam. 7. 9. and 13. 12. Egra 6. 
10. Prov. 15. 8. And that they were 
alſo Rites for praiſing and bleſſing a 

0! 
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for his Mercies, appears from 2. Chron. 
29. 27. Inſtead therefore of ſlay ing of 
Beaſts, and burning of Incenſe, whereby 
they praiſed God, and calPd upon his 
Name under the Old Teftament ; the 
Fathers, I ſay, believed our Saviour 
appointed this Sacrament of Bread and 
Wine, as a Rite whereby to give Thanks 
and make ſupplication to his Father in 
his Name. This you may ſee fully 
clear d and prov'd by the Learned Mr. 
Mede, in his Treatiſe intituled, The 
Chriſtian Sacrifice, The Euchariftical 
Sacrifice thus explain'd, is indeed f 
Svoiay a reaſonable Sacrifice, widely dif- 
ferent from that monſtrous Sacrifice of 
the Maſs, taught in the Church of Rome. 
The other Branch of the Article is 
concerning Tranſubſtantiation, wherein 
the Ecclehaſtick profeſſeth upon his ſo- 
lemn Oath his Belief, that in the Eucha- 
rift there is made a Converſion of the 
whole Subſtance of the Bread into the 
Body, and of the whole Subſtance of the 
ine into the Blood of Chriſt. A Propo- 
ſition that bids defiance to all the Reaſon 
and Senſe of Mankind. Nor (God be 
praiſed) hath it any ground or founda- 
tion in Divine Revelation. Nay, the 
Text of Scripture - which the _— 
2 of 


28 Tranſubſtantiation contrary 
of Rome builds this Article, duly conſi- 
dered, utterly ſubverts and overthrows 
it: She grounds it upon the words of 
the Inſtitution of the holy Sacrament by 
| our Saviour, the ſame Night wherein 
l: he was betrayed ; when he tock Bread, 
4 and brake it, and gave it to his Diſci- 
ples, ſaying, This 7s my Body, - 
Abe, laith St. Luke, mT zxww8cy, faith 
St. Paul, which is given and broken for 
you. After the ſame manner he took 
the Cup, and gave Thanks, and gave it 
to them, ſay ing, Drink ye all of this, Ie 
for this is my Blood of the New Teſta- ih 
ment, m xvi, which is ſhed for ma- 
ny for the remiſſion of Sins. Now hat- 
ſoever our Saviour ſaid, was undoubt- . 
_edly true: But theſe Words could not | 
| 


be true in a proper ſenſe ; for our Savi- 
our's Body was not then given, or bro- 
ken, but whole and inviolate ; nor was 
there one drop of his Blood yet ſhed. 
The words therefore muſt neceſſarily be 
underſtood in a figurative Senſe ; and 
then, what becomes of the DoQtrine of 
Tranſubſtantiation? The meaning of 
our Saviour is plainly this: What I now 
do, is a repreſentation of my Death and 
Paſſion near approaching; and what 1 
nov do, do ye hereafter, do this in re- 
membrance 
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membrance of me; let this be a ſtand- 
ing, perpetual Ordinance in my Church 
to the end of the World; let my Deach 
be thus annunciated and ſhewn forth 
till I come to Judgment. See 1 Cor. 
11. 26. 

As little Foundation hath this Doctrine of 
Tran/ubſtantiation in the ancient Church, 
as appears ſufficiently from what hath 
been already ſaid concerning the Notion 
then univerſally received of the Euchariſt- 
ical Sacrifice. It was then believ'd to be 
an erduyas, Or Commemoration, by the 
Symbols of Bread and Wine, of the Bo- 
dy and Blood of Chriſt, once offer'd up 
to God on the Croſs for our Redempti- 
on; it could not therefore be then thought 
an offering up again to God of the very 
Body and Blood of Chriſt, ſubſtantially 
preſent under the appearance of Bread 
and Wine ; for theſe two Notions are 
inconſiſtent, and cannot ſtand together. 
The ancient Doctors, yea, and Lirur- 
gies of the Church, affirm the Eucha- 
rilt to be incruentum ſacrificium, a ſacri- 
fice without Blood; which it cannot be 
faid ro be, if the very Blood of Chriſt 
were therein preſent and offer? up to 
God. In the Clementine Liturgy, the 
Bread and Wine in OL are ſaid 

3 to 


30 Tranſubſtantiation contrary 
to be Antitypa, correſpondent Types, 
Figures and Images of the precious Body 
and Blood of Chriſt. And diverſe others 
of the Fathers ſpeak in the ſame plain 
Language. Vid. Greg. Naz. Apol. 
Orat. 1. Tom. 1. Cyril. Hieroſol. 5. 
Cat. Myſt. Ambroſ. de Sacrament. lib. 4. 
cap. 4. | 
We are not ignorant, that the ancient 
Fathers generally teach, thar the Bread * 
and Wine in the Euchariſt, by or upon 
the Conſecration of them, do become, 
and are made the Body and Blood of 
Grit. But we know alſo, that tho 
they do not all explain themſelves in the 
fame way, vet they do all declare their 
ſenſe to be very diſſonant from the Do- 
Trine of Tranſubſtantiation. Some of 
the moſt ancient Doctors of the Church, 
as Fuſiin Martyr, and Ireneus, 1cem to 
have had this Notion, that by, or upon 
the ſacerdotal Benediction, the Spirit of 
Chriſt, or a divine Virtue from Chriſt, 
deſcends upon the Elements, and ac- 
companies them to all worthy Com- 
municants, and that therefore they are 
laid to be, and are the Body and Blood 
of Chriſt ; the ſame Divinity, which is 
hypoſtatically united to the Body of 
Chriſt in Heaven, being virtually united 
to 
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to the Elements of Bread and Wine on 


'Farth. Which alſo ſeems to be the 


meaning of all the ancient Liturgies, in 
which it is pray'd, that God would ſend 
down his Spirit upon the Bread and Wine 
in the Euchariſt. And this doubtleſs, 
is the meaning of Origen in his eighth 
Book againſt Ce//zs, p. 399. Where 
ſpeaking of the holy Euchariſt he ſays, 
that therein | © we cat Bread by prayer 
J. c. by the prayer of Conſecration for 
the delcent of the divine Spirit upon it) 
* made a certain holy Body, which alſo 


+ ſinifies thoſe, who wich a found or 


* fincere purpoſe of Heart uſe it.] Bur 
that neither Fuſtin Martyr, nor Irenaus, 
nor Origen ever dream'd of the Tranſub- 
ſtantiation of the Elements is moſt evi- 
dent. For Justin Martyr and Irenæus, 
do both of them plainly affrm, that by 
eiting and drinking the Bread and Wine in 
the Euchariit, owr Bodies are nouriſh d, 
and that the Bread and ine, are digefled 
and turn'd into the Subſtance of our Bo- 
dies; which to affirm of the glorify'd 
Body of Chriſt, were impious and blaſ- 
phemous, and to affirm the ſame of the 
mere accidents of the Bread and Wine, 
would be very abſurd and ridiculous. 
And Origen expreſly faith, © That what 

B « we 
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* we eat in the Euchariſt is Bread, but 
Bread ſanctify'd and made holy by 
* Prayer, and which by the divine Vir- 
tue that accompanies it, ſanctifieth all 
* thoſe who worthily receive it. He 
that would ſee more of this Notion of 
the ancient Fathers, and particularly 
thoſe places of Zuftin Martyr and Irent- 
4 fully clear'd and vindicared, from the 
torced and abſurd gloſtes of the Roma- 
mts, may conſult my learned Friend, 
Nr. Hrabe, in his Notes upon Fuſtin 
#e2riyr's firſt Apology, of his own Edi- 
tion, p. 128, 129. but elpecially in his 
large and elaborate Annotation upon 
Irenæus, lib. 4. cap. 34. F 

I ſhall diſmiſs this Article with this 
one only obſervation, that after the pro- 
digious Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation 


-.. was confirm'd by the firſt Lateran Coun- 


cil, there were many in the Communion 
of the Church of Rome, who could not 
digeſt it, did not in truth believe it, 
and wiſh'd from their Hearts that their 
Church had never defin'd it. For this 
we have the ample Teſtimonies of very 
eminent Writers of that Church. © The 
* converſion of the Bread and Wine into 
* Chriſt's Body and Blood, faith Caje- 
* tan, Par. 3. qu. 75. Article 1. all of 
oC us 
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1 ce us do teach in Words, but inDeed man 
da adeny it, thinking nothing leſs. Theſe 
1 are diverſely divided one from another. 
| For ſome by the Converſion that is in 
© | © theSacrament, underſtand nothing but 
f « identity of place, that is, that the 
J © Bread is therefore ſaid to be made the 
Body of Chriſt, becauſe where the 
: * Bread is, the Body of Chriſt becomes 
* preſent alſo. Others underſtand by 
* the word conver /ion, nothing elſe but 
* the order of Succeſſion, that is, that 
* the Body ſucceedeth and is under the 
© veils of accidents, under which the 
* Bread, which they ſuppoſe. to be an- 
* nihilated, was before. Occam, Centi- 
ii concluf. cap. 19. faith, © There are 
* three Opinions about Tranſubſtantia- 
* tion, of which the firſt ſuppoſeth a 
* converſion of the ſacramental Elements, 
{© the ſecond the Annihilation, the third 
* attiimeth the Bread to be in ſuch man- 
ner tranſubſtantiated into the Body of 
* Chrift, that it is no way chang'd in 
ſubſtance, or ſubſtantially converted 
* into Chriſt's Body, or doth ceaſe to 
Abe, but only that the Body of Chrilt: 
in every part of it, becomes preſent 
in every part of the Bread. Walden-- 
ſis, Tom, 2. de Sacram. Euchariſlie, 
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34 Tranſubſtantiation doubted, &cc. 
cap. 19. reports out of Chriſtopolitanus 
Zacharias his Book, Entituled Quatuor 
unum, That there were ſome, perhaps 
* many, but hardly to be diſcern'd and 
* noted, who thought ſtill as Berenga- 
c 7145s did. The ſame Waldenfis, inthe 
{ame Book, cap. 64. faith, © That ſome 
* {uppoſed the converſion that is in the 
* Sacrament, to be, in that the Bread 
* and Wine are aſſum'd into the unity 
* of Chriſt's Perſon ; ſome thought it 
to be by way of impanation, and ſome 
** by way of figurative and tropical ap- 
* pellation. The firſt and ſecond of 
** theſe Opinions, found the better en- 
* tertainment in ſome Mens minds, be- 
* cauſe they grant the eſſential preſence 
* of Chriſt's Body, and yet deny not the 
© preſence of the Bread ſtill remaining, 
to ſuſtain the appearing accidents. 
** Theſe Opinions he reports ro have 
* been very acceptable to many, not 
without ſighs, wiſhing the Church 
* had decreed that Men ſhould follow 
one of them. 

It cannot be doubted, but that there 
are at this day, many in the Communion 
of the Church of Rome, who are in the 
ſame perplexity about this Article of 


Tranſubſtantiation, and have the ſame 


wiſhes, 
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wiſhes, that their Church had never 
made it an Article of their Faith; for 
the abſurdities of Tranſubſtantiation, and 
the reaſon of Mankind, are ſtill the 
ſame. Now what a lamentable condi- 
tion are they in, who are forced to pro- 
feſs (yea and all Eccleſiaſticks now by 
the Trent Confeſſion in the moſt ſolemn 
manner to ſwear) that they believe what 
they cannot for their Hearts believe; 
whoſe Conſciences, between the deter- 
minations of their Church, and the 
dittates of their own reaſon, yea and 
ſenſe too, are continually ground, as. 
between two Milſtones ! I have been 
long upon this Article, but ſhall be more 
briet on the next. 

The next Article is this: © I confeſs: 

* alſo, that under one kind only, whole 
* and entire Chriſt, and the whole Sa- 
* crament is received. Now this Arti- 
cle of the ſufftcrency of the Sacrament 
of the Eucharift taken only in one Rind, 
as it refers to, and is deſign d to juſtifie 
the practice of the Roman Church, in 
the conſtant and publick adminiſtration 
of the Sacrament to all the Lairy only 
in one kind, vig. the Bread, denying 
them the Cup; is manifeſtly agamft our 
Saviour's firſt Inſtitution of rhe Sacra- 
B 5 ment, 
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ment, againſt Apoſtolical Practice, and 
the Uſage of the Univerſal Church of 
- Chriſt for a thouſand Years, as is con- 
felled by diverſe learned Men of the Ro- 
man Communion. - And yet according 
to the Trent Creed, all Men are damn'd 
that do not aſſent to the inſolent (and as 
I may juſtly term it) Antichriſtian De- 
cree of the Roman Church in this point. 
And who can without aſtoniſhment re- 
fle& on the ſtiffneſs, and obſtinacy, and 
uncharitableneſs of the Trent. Fathers in 
this matter ! Before they met, when it 
was noiſed, that a Council ſhould be 
called to redreſs the manifold Abuſes 
and Corruptions that were in the Church, 
it was the longing expeCtation, and ear- 
neſt deſire of many good Men, that a- 
monegſt other things, the Communion in 
both kinds might be reſtor'd to the Laity. 
There were a multitude of pious Souls, 
as it were upon their knees before them, 
thirſting after the Cup of Bleſſing, and 
earneſtly begging for an entire Sacra- 
ment. But thoſe Duri Patres, thoſe 
hard-hearted Fathers had no compaſſion 
on them, turn'd a deaf ear to their loud 
crys and ſupplications, only bidding 
them believe for the future (what they 
could not believe) that half the Sacra - 
ment 


Concerning Purgatory. 37 
ment was every whit as good as the 
whole. 
Immediately follows this Article, © I 
* firmly hold thar there is a Purgatory, 
* and that the Souls detained there, are 
* relieved by the Prayers of the Faithful, 
Now this Article of a Purgatory after 
this Life, as it is underſtood and taught 
by the Roman Church (that is, to be a 
place and ſtate of miſery and torment, 
whereinto many faithful Souls go pre- 
ſently after Death, and there remain till 
they are throughly purged from their 
droſs, or delivered thence by Maſſes, 
Indulgences, Cc.) is contrary to Scrip- 
ture, and the ſenſe of the Carholick 


Church for at leaſt the firſt four Centu-— ü 


ries, as I have at large proved in a Diſ- 


courſe concerning the State of the Souls 


of Men in the interval between Death 
and the Re ſurrection: Which I am rea. 
dy to communicate to Monſicur de 
Meaux it he ſhall deſire it. Indeed the 
Doctrine of Purgatory is not only an 
Error, but a dangerous one too, (which 
| am verily perſuaded) hath betray'd a 
multitude of Souls into eternal perdi- 
tion, who might have eſcaped Hell, if 
they had not depended upon an after- 
game in Purgatory, But this Article 
being 
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being very gainful to the Roman Clergy, 


muſt above others, be held faſt, and con- 


ſtantly maintain d and defended. 
* I firmly hold it. 

Prayers for the dead, as founded on 
the Hypotheſis of Purgatory (and we no 


.. otherwiſe reject them) fall together with 


it. The Prayers for the dead uſed in the 


ancient Church (thoſe I mean that were 


more properly Prayers, i. e. either de- 
recations, or petitions ) were of two 

rts, either the common and general 
commemoration of all the Faithful at the 
oblation of the holy Euchariſt, or the 
particular Prayers uſed at the Funerals 
of any of the Faithful lately deceaſed. 
The former reſpeCted their final Abſo- 


lution, and the Conſummation of their 


Bliſs at the Reſurrection; like as that 
our Church uſeth both in the Office for 
the Communion, and in that for the Bu- 
rial of the Dead : Which indeed ſeems 
to be no more than what we daily pray 
for in rhat petition of the Lord's Prayer 


if f we rightly underſtand it) Thy King: 


dom come. The latter were alſo chari- 
table omens, and good wiſhes of the 
Faithful living, as it were accompany- 
ing the Soul of the deceaſed to the joys 
of Paradiſe, of which they believed it 
already 
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already poſſeſs'd, as the ancient Author 
of the Eccleſiaſtical Hierarchy in his laſt 
Chapter of that Book plainly informs 
us. In a word, let any underſtanding 
and unprejudiced Perſon attentively ob- 
ſerve the Prayers for the Dead in the 
moſt undqubtedly ancient Liturgies, eſ- 
pecially thoſe in the Cementine Liturgy, 
and thoſe mentioned in the Eccle/raſtical 
Hierarchy ; and he will be fo far from 
believing the Roman Purgatory upon the 
account of thoſe Prayers, that he muſt 
needs ſee they make direttly againſt it. 
| For they all run (as even that Prayer ” 
| for the Dead, which is unadviſedly left — 
by the Romaniſts in their own Canon of 
the Maſs, as a Teſtimony againſt them- 
ſelves) in this Form : For all that are in 
peace or at reſt inthe Lord. Now how 
can they be ſaid to be in peace or at reſt 
in the Lord, who are ſuppoſed to be in 
2 ſtate of Miſery and Torment? 

The next Article is this: © As alfo 
that the Saints reigning together with 
** Chriſt, are to be venerated and invo- 
* ked, and that they offer up Prayers to 
* God for us; and that their Relicks 
* are to be venerated. Now for the 
Worſhip and Invocation of Saints decea- 
Jed, there is no ground or foundation in 


the 
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the Holy Scriptures, no Precept, no Ex- 
ample, Nay it is by evident conſequence 
forbidden in the prohibition of the Wor- 
ſhip and Invocation of Angels, Col. 2. 
D. 18. with which Text compare the 
35 Canon of the Council of Laodicæa, 
and the judgment of the learned Father 
Theodoret concerning it, who flouriſhed 
ſhortly after that Council. He in his 
Notes upon that Text of St. Paul, hath 
theſe expreſs words, The Synod met at 
Laodicea in Phrygia made 2 Law for- 
bidding Men to pray even to the Angels. 
See alſo Zonaras upon the ſame Canon. 
He as well as Theodoret long before 
him, rightly judged, that both in the 
Text of St. Paul, and in the Laodicean 
Canon, all Prayers to Angels are for- 
bidden. Now it we muſt not pray to 
Angels, then much leſs may we pray to 


rits, ſent forth to minifer to them who 

Hall be Heirs of Salvation: They watch 
=_ over us, and are frequently preſent with 
us, nay they are izternuncii, Meſſengers 
berween God and us, conveying God's 
Bleſſings to us and cur Prayers to God, 
AA. 10. & 4. Apoc. 8. & 3. none of 
which things are any where affirm'd - 
the 


Saints. The Angels are miniſtring Spi- 
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the deceaſed-Saints. And yet we muſt 
not pray, even to the Angels. 

Hear alſo Origen who lived long before 
the Laodicean Council, delivering the 
ſeuſe of the Church of his time in this 
matter, Iib. 5. contra Celſ. p. 233. Edit. 
Cantab. where he excellently diſcourſeth 
againſt the religious Worſhip and Invo- 
cation of Angels; in oppoſition to which, 
he firſt lays down this as a received 
Doctrine among all Catholick Chriſtians, 
* That all Prayers, all Supplications, 
* Peprecations and Thankſgivings, are 
* to be offer'd to God the Lord of all, 
* by the Chief High Prieſt, who is above 
* all Angels, the living Word, and God. 
And preſently after he ſhews the folly 
and unreaſonableneſs of praying to An- 
gels upon ſeveral accounts. As firſt, be- 
cauſe the particular knowledge of Angels, 
and what offices they ſeverally perform, 
is a ſecret which we cannot reach to; 
which is the very reaſon which St. Pau/ 
ſuggeſts in the Text beftore-mentioned, 
that whoſoever Worſhips and Invocates 
the Angels, doth zntrude into thoſe things 
which he hath not ſeen. From whence 
we may eaſily gather, that Orzgen in 
this diſcourſe of his, had an eye to that 
Text of St. Paul, and underſtood it as 
we 
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we do, to be a prohibition of all Prayer 
to Angels. 2. He argues that if we 
ſhould ſuppoſe that we could attain ſuch 
particular knowledge of the Angels, yet 
it would not be lawful for us to pray to 
them, or any other, fave to God the 

1 Lord of all, who alone is all ſufficient, 
1 abundantly able to ſupply all our wants 
| and neceſſities, through our Saviour Je- 
| ſus Chriſt, the Son of God, his Word, 
1 Wiſdom and Truth. Laſtly, He reaſons 
| to this effedt, that the beſt way to gain 
the good will of thoſe blelled Spirits, 
is not to pray to them, bur to imitate 
them by paying our Devotions to God 
alone, as they do. Hear the ſame Ori- 
gen, lib. 8. p. 402. where to Cel ſus talk- 
ing of thoſe Spirits that preſide over the 
aftairs of Men here below, who were 
thought to be appeaſed only by Prayers 
to them in a barbarous Language, he 
anſwers with derifion, and tells him, 
he forgot with whom he had to do, and 
that he was ſpeaking to Chriſtians, who 
fray to God alone thro Jeſus. And then 
he adds, that the genuine Chriſtians in 
their prayers to God, uſed no barbarous 
words, but prayed to him in the Lan- 
guage of their reſpective Countries, the 
Greek Chriſtians in the Greek * 

the 


. / “ Co rn 


A „ tm} K frown ,£© ou 


l 


| he gives this excellent anſwer: The 
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the Romans in the Roman Language, as 
knowing that the God to whom they 
prayed, underſtood all Tongues and 
Languages, and heard and accepted their 
Prayers in their ſeveral Languages, as 
well as it they had addreſs'd themſelves 
to him in one and the ſame Language. 
Again in the ſame Book, p. 420. to Cæl- 
ſas diſcourſing much after the ſame rate, 


* one God is to be atton'd by us, the 
* Lord of all, and muſt be entreated 
* to be propitious to us, Piety and Pray- 
* ers being the belt means of appealing 
* him. And if Celſus would have others 
* applied to after him, let him aſſure 
* himſelf, that as the Body's Motion 
* unavoidably moves. its Shadow, ſo 
* likewiſe when God is once become 
© propitious to any, all his Angels, Souls, 
* and Spirits, will become Friends to 
* luch an one. From theſe Teſtimonies 
of Origen, to which more might be ad- 
ded, it is very evident that the Catho- 
lick Chriſtians of his time, made no Pray- 
ers either to Angels or Saints, but di- 
Qed all their Prayers to God, through 
the alone mediation of Jeſus Chriſt our 
Saviour. Indeed, againſt the Invocati- 
en of Angels and Saints, we have the 


Con- 
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concurrent Teſtimonies of all the Catho- 
lick Fathers of the firſt three Centuries 
at leaſt. For as to that Teſtimony of 
Fultin Martyr, in his ſecond (or rather 
firſt) Apology for the Chriſtians, p. 56. 
alledged by Bellarmin, and others of 
his Party, for the worſhipping of An- 
gels as practiſed in the Primitive Times 
of the Church: I have given a clear ac- 
count of it, Def. Fid. Nic. §. 2. c. 4. 
d. 8. where | have evidently proved that 
place of Z#ſtzn to be ſo far from giving 
any countenance to the Religious Wor— 
ſhip of Angels, that it makes directly 
againſt it. And the like may be eaſily 
ſhewn of the other Allegations of Bellar- 
min out of the Primitive Fathers. 
To conclude: Look into the moſt an- 
tient Liturgies, as particularly that de- 
ſcribed in the Eccleſiaſtical Hierarchy, 
and the C/ementine Liturgy, contain'd in 
the Book, Intituled, the Apoſtolrcal Con- 
[iitutions;, and you will not find in them 
one Prayer of any ſort to Angels or Saints, 
no not ſo much as an oblique Pray- 
er, (as they term it,) z. c. a Prayer di- 
rected to God, that he would hear the 
interceſſion of Angels and Saints for us. 
And yet after all this, they are for ever 
damn'd by the Trent Creed, who * 
0 
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hold and practiſe the Invocation of the 
Saints deceaſed. For this is one of the 
Articles of that Creed, without the be- 
lief whereof, they tell us, none can be 
ſaved + That is, all are damned who 
pray unto God alone through Chriſt the 
Mediator, as the Scripture direCts, and 
the Catholick Church of the firſt and 
belt Ages bath practifed. 

As to what follows, that the Saints 
departed do offer up their Prayers to God 
for i; if it be underſtood of the inter- 
ceſſion of the Saints in general, we deny 
it not. But this is no reaſon why we 
ſhould pray to them to pray for us. 
Nay, on the contrary, if the deceaſed 
Saints do of their own accord, and out 
of their perfeQ Charity pray for us, what 
need we be ſo ſolicitous to call upon 
them for their Prayers, eſpecially, when 
our Reaſon and Scripture alſo tell us, 
that we are out of their hearing, and - 
that they do not, cannot know our par- 
ticular Wants and Neceſſities? For, as 
to what the Romaniſts tell us of the 
vlaſs of the Trinity, and extraordinary 
Revelations, they are bold preſumptuous 
Conjectures, deſtitute of any ground or 
colour from Reaſon or Scripture, and 
indeed are inconſiſtent with one ”—— 

| 0 
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To be ſure, that conceit of the Glaſs of 
the Trinity, would never have paſſed 


with the Fathers of the firſt Apes : For 
they generally held, That the Souls of 


- the Righteous (ſome indeed excepted of 


the Souls of the Martyrs,) do not pre- 


ſently after Death aſcend to the third 


| 
Heaven, but go to a place and ſtate of in- 
ferior Bliſs and Happineſs, (which they Y t 
commonly call by the Name of Para- c 
diſe, tho where it is ſituated they do not 
all agree) and there remain till the Re- t 
ſurrettion of their Bodies; after which, Y a 
they ſhall enter into the Kingdom of Hea- je 
ven, and there for ever enjoy that con- a1 


ſummate Bliſs and Happineſs which con. P 


fiſts in that clear Viſion of God, which Y a1 
the holy Scripture calls ſeeing him Fact th 
to Face. And indeed, their diſtinction MW or 
of Paradiſe, (the receptacle of holy Souls fa 

reſently after Death,) from the third MW pl. 
1 ſeems to have firm ground in th. 
the New Teſtament. Vid. Luke 23.43. M 


2 Cor. 12. and 2. 3, 4. and Grot. in Loca; thi 
and was undoubtedly received in the 
Church of God, before the coming ot on- 
the Lord in the Fleſh. However, this Re 
was a current Doctrine in the Chriſtian det 
Church for many Ages; till at length ally 
the Popiſh Council of Florence boldly de. mac 


termin'd 
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termin'd the contrary, defining, That 
thoſe Souls, which having contratted the 
blemiſh of Sin, being either in their Bo- 
dies, or out of them, purged from it, are 
preſently recerved into Heaven, and there 
clearly behold God himſelf, one God in 
three Perſons, as be s. This Decree 
they craftily made, partly to eſtabliſh 
the Superſtition of praying to Saints de- 
cealed, whom they would make us to 
believe to ſee and know all our Neceſſi- 
ties and Concerns in ſpeculo Trinitatis, 
as was ſaid before, and ſo to be fit Ob- 
jects of our religious Invocation, partly 


and chiefly to confirm the Doctrine of 


Purgatory, and that the Prayers of the 
ancient Church for the Dead, might be 
thought to be founded upon a fuppokti- 
on that the Souls of ſome, nay, moſt 
faithful Perſons after Death, go into a 
place of grievous Torment, out of which 
they may be delivered by the Prayers, 
Maſſes, and Alms of the Living. Bur 
this by the way. 

It is added in the Creed, That not 
only the Saints themſelves, but alſo their 
Re / igues are to be — A ſtrange 
definition of the Trent Fathers, eſpeci- 
ally if we conſider the time when it was 
made; a time when the beſt and _ 

en 
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Men in the Roman Communion ſadly 
complain'd of the vile Cheat put upon 
the poor ignorant People, by ſhewing 
them I know not what Reliques of 
Saints, and drawing them to the Wor- 
ſhip of them, only for Gain's ſake, and 
to pick their Pockets. Hear the Judg- 
ment of the learned and pious Caſſander, 
as to this Article : © Seeing there are a 
“ {ſmall number of true and approved 
“ Reliques, eſpecially in theſe Provin- 
< ces, and many of thoſe which are made 
“ ſhew of, are too apparently liable to 
“ Suſpicion, and the frequenting and 
c“ yeneration of them is of little ſervice 
c to true Piety and Devotion, though of 
“ very much to Superſtition or Gain; it 

« ſeems to me much more proper, that 
« 211 ſuch Oſtentation of Miracles were 
ce forborn, and the People were invited 
« to Worſhip the true Reliques of 
“Saints; that is, the Examples of Pie- 
« ty and Virtue they have left behind 
ce them for our Imitation, as is recorded 
in what has been written either by 
e them, or of them. 

The next Article of the Trent Creed 
is this: © I moſt firmly aſſert, that the 
„Images of Chriſt, and the ever Virgin, 
Mother of God, and other Saints, are 

to 
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to be had and retain'd, and that due 
Honour and Veneration are to be given 
them. A doughty Article indeed, 
worthy to be uſher'd in with a Firmiſſi- 
me aſſero ! But is this really an Article 
of the Catholick Chriſtian Faith, with- 
cut the belief whereot there is no Salva- 
tion ? What then is become again of the 
Catholick Church of the firſt three Cen- 
ries and downwards? For it is certain, 
that the Church of thoſe Days never al- 
lowed the uſe of Images in her Oratories 
at Conventicles, much leſs the Adorati- 
on and Worſhip of them. This appears 
from what we read of Adrian the Roman 
tmperour, related by Alius Lampridi- 
's in the Life of Alexander Severus, 
har he favouring the Chriſtians, and 
milling to gratifie them in their way of 
Worſhip, commanded that they ſhould 
ure Temples built for them without any 
mages in them; as well knowing their 
ter averſation to the ſetting up of Ima- 
ges in the places of their religious Wor- 
lip. This alſo more plainly appears 
tom the Writings of the Chriſtian Apo- 
beſts of thoſe Times againſt the Hea- 
ltens objecting to them, that they had 
o Images that they worſhip'd, and con- 
eguently, that they were Atheiſts, and 
| GC wor- 
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worſhip'd no God at all; for they thought / 
there could be no religious Worſhip of @ the 
any thing, without ſome viſible Image MW fou 
of the Object to be worſhip'd, and find- (thi 
ing no Image at all, of any ſort in the Wl be. 
Oratories of the Chriſtians, they conclu- con 
ded that the Chriſtians worſhip'd no fie: 
Deity. Now our Apologiſts are ſo fir tha 
from pleading to this ObjeCtion, that the Chi 
Chriſtians had Images in their places of no! 
Worſhip, that they anſwer without any © 
diſtinction, by way of conceſſion, and © 1 
that not only granting that they had no * |) 
Images, but affirming they ought not to . 
have them, and condemn? the Gentiles © w 
which had. See Minutius Felix, Arno- 

bius and Lattantius. 


In the fourth Century indeed, there © of 
were ſome attempts to bring in PiCture © C 
into the Chriſtian Oratories, but they © Sc 
were preſently check d and repreſs'd vi 
the Governors of the Church, as appear © th 
from the 36th Canon of the Council of gi 
Eliberis in Spain, and from the Relation * th 
which Epiphanius gives us, (who flou * {4 
Tiſh'd towards the end of the fourth Cen he 
tury,) in his Epiſtle to h Biſhop on gi. 
Feruſalem, tranſlated by St. Zerome oui he. 


of Greek into Latin. Tom. 2. Oper on 
Hieronymi; where he tells John of e © ly 
ruſalemy 
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ruſalem, that going into a Church in 
the Village of Arablarha to pray, he 
found there a Pictute hanging up, which 
(ho' it were out of his own Dioceſe,) 
he cut in pieces, as being ſcandalous and 

contrary to the holy dcriptures; and de- 

WM fires John to take care for the future, 

that no ſuch Pictures be hung up in any 

Church under his Juriſdiction. The 

"WY words of Epiphanius are theſe : © At 

my entrance into the Church to pray, 

law there a Veil hanging within the 
oY © Doors of the ſame Church, Died and 

ol © Painted, and having the Image as it 

* were of Chriſt, or ſome Saint, for I 

*do not well remember whoſe it was. 

When therefore I had ſeen this Image 

*of a Man hanging in the Church of 

* Chriſt, againſt the Authority of the 

© dcriptures, I tore it in pieces, and ad- 

* viſed the Keepers of the place to wrap 

© therewith a poor dead Man, and carry 

"him to burial in it. And whereas 

*they on the other hand murmured, 

" laying, that if he would tear the Veil, 

be ought in Juſtice to change it, and 

ou © give them another for it: I no ſooner 

Du heard this, but I promiſed to give them 

dee, and that I would ſend it preſent- 

' |}. However, ſome little time paſt, 

1 C4 whilſt 


1 
1 
3 


Veil, to ſend them it; for J thought! 
* muſt ſend one from Gru. But now 


by ters of that place to receive the Veil 
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„ whilſt I was ſeeking after the beg de 


< I have ſent ſuch as I could meet with, 
and I beſeech thee, command the Pref. 4 


* we have ſent from the Bearer, and to Co 
command for the future, that no ſuch 
„ Veils as are contrary to our Religion, MW”. 
* be hung up in the Church of Chriſt. oy 
For it becomes thy Worth to have the 
* greater care in this reſpect, that thou 
* mayelt take away all ſuch ſcrupuloſ. 
* ty as is unworthy of the Chriſtian 
Church, and the People committed to 
* thy charge. The Authority of this 
Epiſtle is vindicated from rhe Cavils 0 
Bellarmin, by the learned Andrew Rivet, 
in his Criticæ Sacr. Spec. lib. 3. cap. 29. 
How would the Zeal of this great and 
good Biſhop have been inflam'd, if he 
had ſeen what we now a-days lee, not 
only Pictures, but maſhe Images in 
Churches, and People praying, kneeling, 
and burning Incenſe betore them. 

By what means Image-Worſhip in 
After-Ages enter'd into the Church, 18 
not ſo eafie to tell; nor is it very neceſ 
ſary. But this is certain, that about 
the beginning of the eighth Cn 

| 2 
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had gotten great ground. For in the. 
Year of our Lord 754, in the Reign of 

Conſtantine, nick-nam'd Copronymus, 2 

General Council was conven'd at Con- 
ſtantinople, conſiſting of 338 Biſhops, 
declaring it ſelf the ſeventh General 
Council. Vide Syn. CP. in AQ. Syn. 

Nic. 2. p. 621. Edit. Col. An. 1618. This 

Synod exprefly condemmd all Worſhip 

of Images, decreeing it to be abominable; 
ind that all Images, of whatſoever Matter 
Colour they were made, ſhould be caft 
ut of all Chriſtian Churches. Ibid. p.965. 
And preſently after, they decree ſevere 
Puniſhments to any Man that ſbould dare 
from thence forward, to make, worſhip, or 
et up in the Church, or in bis own Houſe, 
any ſuch Image, as being a tranſgreſſor 
if the Commandment of God, and an ene- 
my to ihe Doctrine of the Fathers. Where 
obſerve, that the Biſhops of this Coun- 
al condemn all Image- Worſhip, as con- 
try both to Scripture, and alſo zo the 
Doctrine of the Fathers of the Church that 
were before them, as indeed we have al- 
rady thewn it to be. In this Council, 
vermanus Biſhop of Conſt antinople,Geor- 
pus Cyprizes, and Damaſcene a Monk, who 
Were the chief ſticklers for Image-Wor- 
lip, were excommunicated, 
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About 30 Years after, viz. An. 787. 5 
another Council met at Conſtantinople th 
firſt, and was afterwards tranſlated to I f 
Nice, in which the Decree of the former *. 
Synod was exploded, and Image- Wor- th 
ſhip firſt eſtabliſh'd in the Church. This I la! 
Council was call'd by the Empreſs Irene “ 
a bigotted Image- Worſhipper: She had I] ba 
ſo great an influence upon this Synod, MI 0 
that partly by her Perſuaſions, partly by MW de 
her Threatnings, ſeveral Biſhops who in MW " 
the former Synod had condemn'd Image: Fe 
Worthip, were now for it. Among theſe,  ” 
Baſilius Bilhop of Ancyra, Theodorus Bi- | *% 
ſhop of Myra, and Theodaſſus Biſhop of © 
Amorium, were brought in as Pompe Cr. ® 
cenſes, and offer'd to this Council their] ot 
Letters ſupplicant, confeſſing that they . 
had ſinn'd in condemning the Worlhip] - 
of Images in the Synod convened by Con. | 
Rantinus Copronymus : Dux fæmi na ſalli. “ 
It was a Woman that firſt brought this © 
childiſh Worſhip (the great Hincmar of © 
Rhemes calls it Puparum cultum, Baby 
Worſhip,) into the Church of Chriſt, TheY © 
Biſhops in this Synod, being deſtitute of n 
Scripture Proof and Authentick Traditi 0 
on for their Image- Worſhip, betoos| 1 
Car. Mag, themſelves 10 certain Apo- 8 


lib.z.c.z. cryphbal and ridiculous Stories 
8 I 
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15 Charles the Great obſerv'd. For in 
this Synod, a Letter from Adrian Bi- 
ſhop of Rome, to Conſtantine and Irene, 
vas produced, and openly read, full of 
.. © the moſt ridiculous Fables, as particu- 
© larly concerning the Leproſie of Conſtan- 
„ne the Great before his Converfion ; the 
4 barbarous Remedy that he ſought after 
1 © by the Blood of innocent Babes, the ap- 
Y pexring of St. Peter and St. Paul to him 
nina Dream, adviſing him to ſend for 
e. Pope Sylveſter, who, upon we know not 
> hat Perſecution raiſed by Conflantine 

I zcainſt the Chri/t:ans, was fled with his 
of M Clergy ro the Mountain Sorafte, and 
+. there hid themſelves in the Caves there- 
eir ef; that when Sy/veſter came to him, he 
y commanded his Deacons to produce the 
ip Images of St. Peter and Paul, which as 
„. bon as the Emperour ſaw, he cryed out 
4; WM aoud, Theſe are the very Images I ſaw 
viel ny Dream; Iam convinced, ] believe, 
and de ſire the Laver of Baptiſm; which, 
by-l when he had received, he was immedi- 
The nely cured of his Leproſie: That there- 
of upon, in gratitude for the benefit he had 
iti: ceived, he order'd Churches to be built 
ok for the Chriſtians, whoſe Walls and Pil- 
190+ lars ſhould be adorn'd with the holy Ima- 
16, des of Chriſt and the Saints. Was there 

45 C 4 eber 
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ever ſuch a Legend offer'd to a Synod of 


Bithops ? And yet this Letter of Adrian 
was accepted, and approved of by the 


whole Council.Had none of them read the | 
Lite of Conſtantine, written by Euſebius! 

Wherefore, about ſeven Years after, | 
vis. An. 794, this Nicene Synod was 
condemn?d, and abdicated, by a Council | 
of about 300 Biſhops conven'd at Fan. 
ford by Charles the Great, King of France. | 
In tbis Synod, were preſent not only the | 


Biſhops of France, but alſo of Germany 


and Lombardy, as Provinces ſubdued to | 
the King of France. Pope Adrian allo | 
ſent his Legates thither, and the Great | 
Charles himſelf honoured this Council | 


with his Preſence. 


The Romaniſts are hard put to it to | 
ward the ſtroke of this Council againſt | 
the Worſhippers of Images. They have | 

ſeyeral evaſions. Genebrard | 


(ib.z. Clron. and Bellarmine tell us that 


An. 794. q 1h 
lib.2.de Imag. the Fathers at Frankfo! 4 
cap. 14. miſtook the meaning of the 


2d Nicene Council, as think- 
ing they had decreed, © The IWorſhip | 
* due to God alone to be given to the Ima- | 
ges of the Saints, which they were very 
far from doing. But it is far more proba- } 
ble that Genebrard and Bellarmine were | 


both 
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both groſly miſtaken. There were al- 
ſembled in this Council almoſt all the 
learned Biſhops of the Weſt; they had 
the Acts of the 2d Nicene Synod before 
them, and diligently peruſed them, and 
upon examination condemn'd them as to 
the point of Image-Worſhip. Beſides, 
our A/cuinus, The Emperor*s Tutor, the 
moſt learned Man of that Age, had be- 
fore ſo fully examin'd the Nicene Acts, 
that he wrote a learned Diſcourſe againſt 
them, and notably refuted them, as we 
ſhall hear by and by. Laſtly, it is cer- 
tain that the Fathers of the Council of 
Frankford did not condemn only Cultum 
/atrie to be given to Images, but all man- 
ner of religious Worſhip. 

Others therefore tell us Surms in adm. 
that they who urge the ad Lea. pro 


| Syn. F 
Teltimony of the Frank- 1 
ford Synod againſt Image- Cen. Frank. ad 


Worſhip are utterly miſta- Anu. 794. 

ken; that the Synod which 

the Fathers at Frankford condemn'd was 
nor the Council of Nice, but that of 
Conſtantinople under Conſtantinus Copro- 
mug; that the Frankford Synod per- 
ectly agreed with the Fathers of the 
Nicene Council, and confirm'd the Wor- 
hip of Images. This is ſtrange news 

C4 indeel 
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indeed, but ir is tar trom being true. The 
miſtake of thoſe Writers who tell us this 
(it it were a miſtake in them, and not a 
wiltul pievarication) aroſe from hence, 
that the Synod which eſtabliſhed Image- 


Worſhip mer firſt (as I noted before) at 


Conſtantinople, tho? it was afterwards 
tranſlated to Nice; and fo might be tru- 


ly ſaid to be a Council convened at {| 
Conſtantinople,and thereupon be miſtaken } 
for that Council of Conſtantinople, which 
was convened by Conſtantinus Coprony- | 
mus, Which was indeed confirm?®d by the 
Frankford Fathers. But that it was the 
ſecond Council of Nice, that was con- 
demn'd by the Synod at Frankford, and 
that upon this very account that it had 
introduced Image- Worſhip into the 


Church, we have abundant evidence. 


For this is teſtified not only by H 
fridius Strabo, but alſo by Ado Viennen- | 
fis and Regino Prunienſt in their Hiſto- 
ries ; with whom Abbas Uſpergenſis a- 
grees in his Chronicle, where he thus 
writes: In the Year 793, whilſt Charles 
* was celebrating the Feaſt of Eaſter in 
France, à numerous Synod of Biſhops | 
was gathered together out of all the | 
* Provinces of the Realm, the Legates 
** of Pope Adrian were there alſo in 1 

* Read. | 
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« ftead. In this Synod the Hereſie of a 
certain Biſhop named Felix was con- 
* demned. —— The Synod likewiſe 
«which a few Years before met at 
« Conſtantinople, under Irene and Con- 
« tantine her Son, and was call'd the 
«ſeventh General Council, was univer- 
* fally renounced as uſeleſs, that ſo it 
“might neither be ſtiled the ſeventh, nor 
* by any other name. That the Council 1 
here ſaid to be condemned by the Fran- 1 


- Y ford Synod was the ſecond Council of MW 
Nice is evident, for it is expreſly faid to \ 
de the Council conven'd under the Em- | by, 
- Y preſs Irene, and Conſtantine her Son, and 1 
1 Y that but a few Years before. But it is 1 
1 Y faid to be conven'd at Conſtantinople be- | A 
© Y cauſe there indeed ir firſt met, as was 1 
Y noted before. i 
« | Add to this the Teſtimony of Hincmar = 
„of Rhemes, an Author in all reſpects moſt 
- Y worthy of credit in this matter: In 
the time of the Emperor 
S Y ©Char/emaign, a General Sy- Cap. 20. 
7 “nod was held in France by LOL 


n order of the Apoſtolick See, the ſaid 

3 Y Emperor convening it. And according, 

* to the direction of the holy Scriptures, 

es Land the Tradition of the Ancients, the 

s _ Greek Synod was condemned 3 
g 49 a1 
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« laid aſide. Of the Condemnation where- 

© of a Volume of no {ſmall fize was ſent 

from the ſame Emperor toRome by ſome 

e of the Biſhops, and I my ſelf have read 

* it in the Palace in my younger days. 

In the ſame Chapter he afterwards 

adds, © Wherefore by the Authority of 
this Synod, the Worſhip of Images was 

* ſomewhat reſtrained : Yet not ſo, but 

© that Adrian and the other Biſhops per- 

< ſevered in their Opinion; and after the 
Death of Charles, moſt earneſtly pro- 
te moted their Puppet: Worſhip: Inſomuch 
* that Lewzs, Charles's Son, wrote a 
Book, wherein he fell much ſharper 
upon the Worſhip of Images than his 
* Father had done. 

With what indignation and abhor- 
rence the Decree of the Nicene Pſeudo 
Synod was received by our Britiſh Church, 
our Hiſtorians tell us. Hear Roger Hove- 

den. Charles. King of 

Part 1. Anna! France, ſent the Book of 
ad Ann. 792. c the Council, directed to 
Matth. Weſt, © himſelf from Conſtanti- 
ad Ann. 793, © nople, into Britain; in 
LAY * which Book, alas! alas! 
many things were found unagreeable, 
and contrary to the true Faith; eſpe- 
* cially, that by the unanimous alſerti- 
* ON 
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« on of almoſt all the Eaſtern Doctors, 
« that is to ſay, of no leſs than Three 
Hundred or more Biſhops, the Wor- 
*« ſhip of Images was confirmed: Which 
* the Church of God utterly abomina- 
„ted. Againſt which, Alcuinus wrote 
an Epiltle wonderfully ſupported with 
Authorities out of the Holy Scriptures, 
and brought it with the ſame Book to 
* the King of France, in the Name of 
our Biſhops and Princes. 

From whence it appears, that the 
Nicene Ads ſent from Conſtantinople to 
Charles the Great, were by him before | 1 
the Frankford Synod firſt ſent to Britain; 1 
and being examinꝰd, and abundantly re- 1 
futed, and that from the Holy Scriptures, | 
by our moſt learned Alcuinus, were car Hi 
ried back again, together with that Re- 
futation of them, to the Emperour in the 
Name of our Biſhops and Princes : So 
that even hen, the Britiſh Church was 
Proteſtant in this Article concerning 
Image-Worſhip. 

And indeed, I am perſuaded that no 
Man of Judgment and Integrity, that 
hath been converſant in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and in the Writings of the more 
ancient Doctors of the Church, will be 
able to read thoſe Acts of the Pſeudo- 


Synod 
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Synod of Nice, without Indign tion and 
01 abnorrence ot it, when he obſerves upon 
1 whit ridiculous Fables, groſs Mifinter- Y 
I! pre:ations of Scripture, Falſifcations, I 
1 and m pertinent Allegations of the anti- 
| ent Fathers, the Biſhops of that Con- 
vention built their Decree concerning 
Image- Worſhip. Notwithſtanding all Y 
this, the Biſhops at Jet choſe to fol- 
| low that wretched Synod, and have de- 
q creed, and that as an Article of Faith, 
moſt firmly to be aſſerted, that the Ina- 
| ges of Ch:ift and the Saints are to be re- 
| taird, yea, and worſbip d too. May not | 
one preſume to ask why? What neceſhity | 
is there of this ? Cannot the Church of 
Chriſt be as well without theſe Images, | 
and this Image-Worſhip ow, as it was | 
in the more antient and purer Times of 
it? Nay, may we not farther ask, what 
1 good uſe at all can be made of theſe 
: | Images and this Image-Worſhip ? The 
þ Anſwer of the Romaniſis here is, that | 
W — theſe Images are Libz: Laicorum, & Idi- 
il otarum, Books fit to inſtruct the Ignorant | 
Laity that cannot read the holy Scrip- 
tures, and apt to raiſe Devotion in them. | 
But to this Plea for Image-Worſhip, 
made uſe of by Wading a Jeſuit of An- 
twerp, his learned Antagoniſt —_ 
this 


| | 

_* WE 

ws | 
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this excellent Anſwer, with which Iſhall 
conclude what I have to ſay upon this 


Article: © I deny not but Images may — JF 


* be of uſe to the ſtupid Vulgar, who 
* are led only by their Sen- | 

“ ſes, for raifing their De- EpiſcopiiReſp. 
* yotion at the fight of 99 if. Per. 
* them ; but ſee, I pray b 4 
© thee, whether many more gay, 8. 5 
* and greater Diſadvanta- 

ges are not to be feared from the uſe 
* and worſhip of them. For in the firſt 
* place, it is ſcarce poſſible har that the 
* ignorant and prophane Vulgar will be 
* apt hence to imbibe filthy and ſordid 
* Notions of God and the Saints, will 
* depend upon theſe Images and Statues 
* as their Tutelar Gods, will pay them 
* as bad or worſe Adoration than the 
* Heathens paid to their Abominations ; 
Sand, laſtly, will grow mere Brutes by 
* uſing Images inſtead of Books, as if 
* there were no need of underſtanding 
* more than theſe will teach rhem. This, 
© were it proper, might be abundantly 
confirmed: Bur I only appeal to Ex- 
* perience, as above all Exception. In 
the next place, it cannot be but the 
© 7ews mult be moſt intolerably ſcanda- 
lized at the uſe and worſhip of Images, 


* and 


64 The Worſhip of Images. 
« and will be the more averſe to all 
« thoughts of ever embracing of Chriſti. 
d anity, inaſmuch as the worſhip of a 
“ Statue or Image, is a dreadful, hei- 
* nous, and enormous Crime with them. 
They moſt firmly believe, that he can 
c never be the Meſſias, whoſe Diſciples 
allow as lawful what is ſo directly 
“ contrary. to the Divine Law. And this 
is to be reckoned ſo much the greater 
“Evil, becauſe it is almoſt the principal 
« occaſion of all the 7ervs Indignation 
e againſt Chriſt and Chriſtians ; ſo that 
« their Converſion to our Religion, is in 
« my Opinion to be deſpaired of, unleſs 
e this Stumbling. block be firſt taken out 
of the way. Thirdly, Offence will 
hereby be inevitably given to an infinite 
“number of Chriſtians, and they will 
ce be irreconcilably alienated from your 
« Church, whilſt having their Minds 
4 poſſeſſed with a true ſenſe of the Di- 
vine Prohibition, they think they have 
< juſt reaſon to look upon Image-Wor- 
“ ſhip as no better than Idolatry : When 
« alſo at the ſame time, thoſe that con- 
« tend for it do not believe it neceſſary 
„by reaſon of any Divine Command, 
yet nevertheleſs preſs it as much as in 
them lies upon Mens Conſciences, as 
though 
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though it were neceſſary. Who ſees 
not what great Evils and Inconvenien- 
« ces theſe are? The ignorant People 
are tempted to continue in their pro- 
* phane Sottiſhneſs; the Fews in their 
« deſtructive Error ; Chriſtians in their 
* deplorable Schiſm; and all good Men 
* in an endleſs deſpair of ever ſeeing an 
* Amendment. So that I need not fear 
* to make thy ſelf the Judge between 
* us ; and beg thee to tell me ſeriouſly, 
* whether the ſingle advantage of uſing 
* and worſhiping Images will equal, nor 
* to ſay preponderate, theſe ſo many and 
* ſo great Miſchiets. 

The next Article is concerning Papal 
Indulgences, in theſe words: © I alſo 
*athrm, that the power of granting In- 
*dulgences was left by Chriſt to the 
*Church, and the uſe of them tends ve- 
*ry much to the Salvation of Chriſtians. 
Now the Doctrine of Indulgences, as it 
was betore the Council of Trent, and 
hath been fince taught in the Church of 


Rome, is big with groſs Errors. It de 


pends on the Fiction of Purgatory ; it 
ſuppoſeth a ſuperfluity of the Satisfacti- 
ons of the Saints; which bing jumbled 
together, (Vo reo reſerens) with the Me- 
its and Satisfaction of our Saviour, make 


up 
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up one Treaſury of the Church ; that the 
Biſhop of Rome keeps the Key of it, as 
having the ſole power of granting Indul- 
gences, either by himſelf immediately, 
or by others commiſſionꝰd from him: 
Laſtly, ir very abſurdly extends the effect 
of the power of the Keys, left by Chriſt 
in his Church, to Men in the other World, 
Is not this now a Doctrine worthy of a 
place in our Creed, and to be made an 
Article of rhe Catholick Faith ? That the 
Doctrine and Uſe of Indulgences were 
never heard of in the Church of Chriſt 
for many hundreds of Years, is certain, 
and confeſſed too by divers learned Men 
of the Roman Communion. I ſhall cite 
only one of them, but he ſuch a one as 
may be inſtar omnium. Our Roffenjis, 


A#. 12. cont, and Rome's Martyr, gives 
Lut herum. us this Account of Indul- 


« very lately known amongſt Chriſtians. 


Luther's great Antagoniſt, | 


gences : * Many perhaps | 
care tempted not to rely much upon In- 
* dulgences, upon this conſideration, that 
e the uſe of them appears to be new, and | 


To whom I anſwer, It is not very cet- | 
* rain who was the firſt Author of them. 
* The DoQrine of Purgatory was rarely, | 
eit at all, heard of amongſt the 2 | 

1 


— 2 ͤ ͤ — 


« lieve it not. Nor was the belief either 
« of Purgatory or Indulgences ſo neceſſa- 
ry in the Primitive Church as it is now. 
“do long as Men were unconcerned about 
* Purgatory, no body enquired after In- 
* dulgences: For upon that depends all 
the worth of Indulgences. Take away 
* Purgatory, and there is no more need 


| 

* of theſe. Seeing therefore Purgatory, 
>  <was fo lately known, and received in 
« the univerſal Church, who will wonder 
* that in the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity In- 
dulgences were not made uſe of? 

n In this indeed the Biſhop ſeems to be 


e miſtaken, that he thought the Doctrine 
S of Purgatory and the Uſe of Indulgences 


„ Þ to be coeval, and that the latter immedi- 
t, Y ately and neceſſarily follows from the 
S WY former. It is true, Purgatory and Papal 
. lidulgences are both of them later In- 
's WM ventions. Bat I think, when Men were 
n- FF fiilt ſeduced to a belief of Purgatory, they 
e Y vice not yer preſently ſo fooliſh, as to 
id | 


think that any one mortal Man had pow- 
er by his Pardons to deliver Men out of 
it. Antichriſtianiſm in the Roman Church 


m did not preſently come to that maturity, 
nor was the Papal Power ſo ſoon ad- 


vanced to that prodigious height and 
greatneſs. 


; 
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« And to this very Day, the Greeks be» 


89 


. 
o — — 
- — — 
n - = w_ — _ of 
— 2 TS — - 2 
— * 6 3 b<& * * 9 * 
* = fo a> py — bo, _ A 
2 7 * — — 4 * * 15 - — — i wo 4 N 8 _ AE AL — — 
. 2 ls. * — 2 1 Na. 4 - 2 — — = — — — 
234 4 — * — — — * 4 _ » bo * 7 — a — 
my — — ;& , — 5 —— 8 — 7 5 * — 
, A * _ «A — — — „ %. 
— 1 ww _ — » n 
2 * . . — bh AO) > 4 * _ * * * HOW — 4 
— — — * * 2 9 
pony — 4, pe} — — — — 
. 2 4 2 as — * - __ 
p 1 * 8 _ — 
© 92 ** 4 — 5 
* 
* 
„ - 


3 


1 


— G5 
* 


— * . 
— * He — 


— 
— r Oo. 


— - 4 _—y 
AE OOO. ao RE 
— * 


68 Papal Indulgences. 


greatneſs. It was at firſt more reaſonably 
Judged. that the ſuppoſed miſerable Souls 
in Purgatory, were to receive their relief, 
rather from the Prayers of the Church, 
together with the Prayers, Almſdeeds, 
and good Works of their living Friends 
and Relations. 

To ſum up this matter in ſhort: Papal 
Indulgences, as taught and uſed in the 
Church of Rome, (to which this Article 
of the Trent Creed muſt have reference; 
or elſe let any Man tell me, what the 
meaning of it is) if they were freely 
granted, can by no means be juſtified and 
defended, but the merchandize and ſale 
of them for Mony is abominable. That 
ſuch a vile trade of Indulgences hath been 
driven in the Church of Rome, cannot 
without the greateſt impudence be deny- 
ed, as long as the Taxa Cancel/larie Afo- 
Holicæ is extant. Ot which 
filthy Book E/pencers a 
learned Doctor of the Ro- 
man Communion, thus ſad- 
ly and moſt juſtly com- 
plains in Epiſt. ad Tit. c. 1. © There is 


Taxa Cancell. 
Apoſt. Pariſ. 
apud Taſſ. 
Denis. 1 520. 


* expoſed to ſale, and eaſily to be had 
* by any who will be at the charge of 
<* purchaſing it, a Book openly and pub- 
* lickly Printed here, and which 177 be 
( 1 
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had now as well as formerly, entituled 
«The Tax of the Apoſtolical Chamber or 
Chancery, whereby may be learned 
“more ſorts of Wickedneſs, than from 
Call the Summiſts and the Summaries 
«of all Vices, and a licence for moſt of 
* them, but an abſolution for all, is of- 
“ tered to ſuch as will bid well for it. 
*] ſpare names, for as one though at 
* preſent I cannot well recollect who, 
«* ſays, the very repeating of them is of- 
* tenſfive. It is wonderful that during 
this time and this Schiſm, ſuch an in- 
famous kind of Index of ſo many, ſuch 
« foul and horrid Wickedneſſes, that I 
* cannot imagine any more ſcandalous 
* work is to be met with in Germany, 
* or Suitgerland, or any of thoſe Coun- 
* tries that have withdrawn their obedi- 
* ence to the Papal See, ſhould not have 
been ſuppreſſed. So far have the Fact. 
* ors from the Roman Communion been 
from ſuppreſſing it, that many new 
* Impunities for ſuch ſo groſs Enormi- 
* ries are granted, and the reſt confirmed, 
ein the Faculties of the Legates diſ- 
* patched to their ſeveral 
Countries. A little after #ccl. 9. 
he adds out of Mantuan, 

**Tis {ad to ſee how Money carries all 
* things 
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things at Rome. And not very long 
before the Council of Trent, what 2 


prodigious mals of Money Pope Leo rai- 
ſed by theſe Indulgences, 


Ad Ann. 1515. the noble Hiſtorian Thua- | 

nus tells vs: Leo, faith he 
<* to the guilt of his Diſpenſations, ad- 
* ded another and greater, when at the 


< inſtigation of the Cardinal Laurence 


% Picius, he every where exacted Mo- 


« nys in vaſt Sums, ſending his Bulls 


through all the Kingdoms of Chri- 
* ftendom, promiſing forgiveneſs of all 
© their Sins, and eternal Life, ata price | 
e ſtated according to the quality of their 


* Crimes. 


Ina Word, all ſober Men cry'd ſhame | 


at this abominable Cheat, impoſed on 


the Souls of Men for whom Chriſt dyed. ! 
And if the Men that influenced and go- } 
vern'd the Trent Convention, had had any 
true ſenſe of Religion, they would have 
denounced an Anathema againſt this vile 
Doctrine and Practice, and not (as they | 
have done) decreed, and that as an Arti- 


cle of Faith without any reſtriction ot 


qualification, That the uſe of Indul- } 
* gences is highly conducing to the Sal- 
vation of Chriſtians. But they were 


the Pope's Vaſſals, and received their 
InſtruCti- 


| 
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Inſtructions from Rome not to reform any 
thing, tho? never ſo much amiſs, that 
tended to the Grandeur and Gain- 
of that See. 

I)!h)e laſt Article I ſhall take notice of 
eis contained in theſe words: I acknow- 
ledge the holy Catholick and Apoſto- 
- lick Roman Church to be the Mother 
e *©and Miſtreſs of all Churches, and pro- 
. *<miſe true obedience to rhe Pope of 
« YM © Rome, Succeſſot to St. Peter the Prince 
. of the Apoſtles, and the Vicar of Jeſus 
1 <Chriſft. Here the Eccleſiaſtick ſwears 
> do three great untruths one upon the neck 
ir of another. 1. That the Roman Church 

be Mother of all other Churches; which 
\- is a maniteſt falſhood in matter of Fact. 
n For every body knows, that the Church 
1 of Zeruſalem was the firkt Mother Church, 

and is ſo called and acknowledged by 
the ancient Fathers. St. Ferome faith, 
© It was the Church found- 


ve | 

le *ed at Feruſalem , that Comment. in 

e planted all the other Vai. 2. 

ti- MY Churches. And the Sy- 13 
or nodical Letters from the Council of Con- 
1l- Y entinople to Damaſcus, and the Weſtern + | 
al- biſhops calls Gil Biſhop of Feruſalem, 
re | 


which is the Mother of all Theodo. Hit. 
Churches. From this truly Ecele. l. 5. e. 9. 6 


Mother 
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Mother Church divers other Churches 
were planted in the Eaſt, before the Goſpel 
came toRomezas particularly the Church of 

Antioch, where the Diſci- 


Ad. 11. 26. ples were firſt called Chri- 


ſtians. Upon the Perſecuti- 

on raiſed againſt the Church of Zeruſa- 
lem, the Chriſtians of that Church being 
diſperſed and ſcattered abroad, ſoon 
ſpread the Goſpel far and near through 
the Eaſt. And to come nearer home, it 
is affirmed by ſome learned Men of the 
Roman Church, that our Britain receiv*d 
the Goſpel 33 For Suarez 
| confeſſeth that the Goſpel 

xl 8 was preached here from bo 
firſt riſing of it. And Ba- 

ronizes from ſome MSS. in the Vatican 
affixeth our Converſion to Chriſtianity 
to the 35th Year of our Lord,which was 
near nine Years before the founding of 
the Roman Church. But it the credit 
of theſe MSS. be queſtionable, this how- 


ever is evident, that our Britain did not 


receive her firſt Chriſtianity from Rome, 
but from the Eaſt. This, I ſay, is evt- 
dent from the Cuſtoms obſerved here 
from the beginning in the obſervation of 
Eater, and the adminiſtration of Baptiſm, 


different from the Roman uſe, but on 
orm 


coo 
I A TO ACTA II 


Not Miſtreſs of all Churches. 73 


{rm to the Oriental Churches. So that 
ne may juſtly check the arrogance of the 
reſent Roman Church in the words of 
. Paul to the proud Corinthians, ſetting 
w among themſelves certain Cuſtoms, 
ontrary to the Inſtitutes of all other 
hurches. Came the word 

God out from yon? Or 1 Cor. 14.36. 
ume it to you only? Q. d. | 

ire you the firſt and only Chriſtians ? 
our Church the firſt and only Church 
if Chriſt > Yes ſay the Romaniſts our 
urch is the Mother of all other 
hurches. But this is apparently falſe, 
Ir the Law firſt came out of Sion, and 
ie word of the Lord from Jeruſalem. 
Ihe Church of Rome pretends alſo to 
the only Church of Chriſt, z.e. that 
tre is no true Church of Chriſt but 
at is in union with and ſubjection to 
. But this is as falſe a claim as the 
ber. For there were diverſe true 
turches of Chriſt, before the Church 
Rome was in being, which therefore 


9 9 ,,, eas Eh... DAt at Rs 
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„ Wit have no dependence upon her. 

i- lhat the Church of Rome 2 the 
re %%% all other Churches is another 
of Wi Untruth. A propofirion which if 
n, Wihhould have been advanced in the 


n- Ages of the Church, would have 
lrartled 


4 c r 


74 The Pope not Vicar of Chriſt, ' 
ſtartled all Chriſtendom. Every metro- 
political Church would preſently have 
Rood up, and loudly pleaded her own 
Immuniries, Rights and Privileges inde- 
pendent upon me, or any other Me. 
Tropolis. Theſe Rights and Privileges} 
were confirm'd as of primitive and an- 
tient Cuſtom by the 6th Canon of the 
great Council of Nice, as hath been be- 
tore ſhewn ; eſtabliſhed alſo by the 8thi 
Canon of the Oecumenical Council off 
Epbe/us, as by and by will appear. In4 
deed in the days of old, when the Churc 

of Rome was quite another thing froml 
what now it is, all other Churches upo 
Jeveral accounts, paid a fingular reſpect 
to her, and gave her the preeminence 
but they never acknowledged her Miltres 
hip over them, or themſelves to be het 
Serving-Maids. This Language would 
then have ſounded very harih, and bee 
elteem'd inſolent and arrogant by all the 
Churches of Chriſt. In later days indeed 
ſhe hath made her ſelf Miſtreſs, but 4 
Miſtreſs of miſrule, diſturbing the Peacg 


invading the Rights, and impoſing upd! 
the Faith of other Churches. 

3. That the Biſhop of Rome is the V1 
cer of Chriſt, i. e. under Chriſt the Heat 


and Governour of the Univerſal Churc 
] 
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is another groſs untruth. The Univerſal 
Paſtorſhip and Juriſdiction of the Biſhop 
of Rome, over all other Biſhops was ne- 
ver heard of, never pretended to by any 
Biſhop of that Church for the firſt fix 
hundred Years and more, as I have before 
ſhewn. To which all that I ſhall now 
add concerns our Br:t;/þ Church. We 
{ay then, our Church of Britain was ne- 
ver under the Juriſdiction of the Biſhop 
of Rome, for the firſt fix hundred Years; 
Britain being a diſtinct Dioceſs of the 
Empire, and conſequently having a Pri- 
mate of her own, independent upon any 
other Primate or Metropolitan. This 
appears firſt from the Cuſtoms of our 
Church during that time, in the obſer- 
vation of Eaſter, and the adminiſtration 
of Baptiſm, different from, as was be- 
fore obſerv'd, the Roman Cuſtom, but 
agreeing with the A/zatzck Churches. 
For it is altogether incredible, that the 
whole. Br:ti/þ Church ſhould ſo unani- 
mouſly have diſſented from Rome for ſo 
many hundred Years together, if ſhe 
had been ſubje&t to the Juriſdiction of 
the Roman Biſhop, or that. the Roman 


Biſhop all that time ſhould ſuffer it, if 


he had had a Patriarchal Power over 


her. 
D 2 2. The 
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2᷑. The ſame is evident by the unani- 
maous Teſtimony of our Hiſtorians, who 
tell us that when Auſtin the Monk came 
into Britain, as St. Gregory's Legate 
(which was after the 5th Century was 
fully complear and ended) and required 
ſubmiſſion from our Church to the Biſhop 
of Rome, as her Patriarch, the propoſal 
was rejected, as of a new and ſtrange 
thing never heard of before. The An- 
{wer of Dinothus, the learned Abbot of 
Bangor, in the name of all the Britons 
is famous, vis. © That they knew no 
* obedience due to him, whom they 
* call'd the Pope, but the obedience of 
Love, and that under God they were 
„ govern'd by the Biſhop of Caerleon. 
Under God, z. e. immediately, without 
any Foreign Prelate or Patriarch inter- 
vening, they were to be governꝰd by the 
Biſhop of Czerlcor, as their only Primate 
and Patriarch. Which privilege conti- 
nued to the ſucceeding Biſhops of that 
See tor ſeveral Ages, faving that the 
Archiepiſcopal Chair was afterwards re- 
moved from Caerleon to Si Davids. 
And that this was indeed the ſenſe not 
only of Dinos has, but of all the whole 
Body of our 6/7t ih Clergy at that time, 
all our Hiſtorians tell us, witneſſing the 
| abſolute 
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abſolute and unanimous reſolution of: 
the Britzſh Clergy, both Biſhops and 
Prieſts, ſynodically met together, not to 
ſubject themſelves to the Juriſdiction. 
of the Bithop of Rome. Lide Spel. Com. 
Gaul. Mon. lib. 2. cap. 12. Bedam omneſ- 
que altos. 

This being the antient privilege of the 
Britiſh Church, we have an undoubted 
right of exemption from the Juriſdicti- 
on of the Biſhop of Rome, by the antient 
Canons of the Catholick Church: Parti- 
cularly by the fſixth Canon of the great. 
Nicene Council above - mentioned, by 
which it was decreed, I bat the antiient 
Cultoms ſhould every where obtain, and 
that the then privileges of every Pro-- 
vince ſhould be preſerved inviolate. But 
this is moſt evident from the eighth 
Canon of the Council of Epbeſis, occa- 
ſioned by the famous caſe of the Cyprian 
Biſhops, which was this: The Metro- 
politan of Cyprzs being dead, (Troilvs 
the Biſhop of Conſtance, ) the Biſhop of 
Antioc pretended that it belonged to 
him to ordain their Metropolitan, be- 
cauſe Cyprus was within the Civil Ju- 
riſdiction of the Dioceſe of Axtioch. 
Upon this, the Cyprian Biſhops made 
their Complaint to the General Council 
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at Epheſus, grounding it upon the Ni- 
cene Canon, and pleading that their Me- 
tropolitan had been of antient time ex- 
empt from the Juriſdiction of the Biſhop 
of Antioch, and was ordain'd by a Sy nod 
of Cyprian Biſhops : Which privilege 
was not only confirm'd to them by the 
Epheſine Council, but a General Decree 
paſſed, That the Rights of every Province 


Jhoauld be preſerved whole and inviolate; 


wyich it had of old, according to the an- 
tient cuſtom. And it is to be obſerved, 
that the Biſhop of Axtioch had a more 
colourable pretence to a Juriſdiction over 
the Cyprian Biſhops, than Gregory could 
have to a Juriſdiction over our Britiſb 
Churches : For Cyprus was indeed with- 
in the Civil Juriſdiction of Antioch, but 
our Britain was originally it ſelf a di- 
ſtint Dioceſe of the Empire. Yer the 
Epheſine Fathers judged, that antient 
cuſtom ſhould prevail in the caſe of the 
Cyprian Biſhops; how much more then 
ſhould it in ours ? Certainly Pope Gre- 
gory, when by his Legate Ain, he 
challeng'd to himſelf a Juriſdiction over 
our Britiſh Church, was ignorant of, or 
had forgotten, or elſe regarded nor the 
Canons of the Nicene and Epheline 
Councils. If it be objected, that our 
i Britiſh 
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Britiſh Church afterwards ſubmirted her 
ſelf to the Biſhop of Rome as her Patri- 
arch, which Power he enjoyed for many 
Ages, and that therefore our fiſt Refor- 
mers cannot be excuſed from Schiſm, in 
caſting off that Power which by ſo long 
4 preſcription he was poſſeſs'd of; we 
anſwer, we did indeed yield our ſelves 
to the Roman Uſurpation, but it was be- 
cauſe we could nor help it, we were at 
fiiit forced, awed, and affrighted into 
this Submiſhon. For, who hath not 
heard of the barbarous Maſſacre of the 
poor innocent Monks of Bangor, to the 
number ot Twelve hundred, Tor refuſing. 
Auſt: is Propoſal, and aſſerting the an- 
tient Rights and Privileges of the Bri- 
tanick Churches? When this Force 
ceaſed, and we were left to our liberty 

nd freedom of reſuming our Primitive 
Nights, why might we not do it, as we 
law occaſion, without the impuration of 
Schiſm? This is not only our Juſt Plea, 
but it is ingenuouſly con- 
teſſed by Father Baris our Cath, Rom. 
learned Country-Man, and Pucif. Sed. 3. 
of the Roman Communion. 
His words are theſe: © The Iſland of 
Britain anciently enjoyed the ſame 
* privilege with that of Cyprus, that 
4 8 
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i * is to ſay, of being in ſubjeCtion to 
* the Laws of no Patriarch : Which 
wy © Privilege, though heretofore aboliſh- 
MW: ed by Tumults and force of War, 
. yet being recovered by conſent of the 
„ ** whole Kingdom, in Henry the Eighth's 
Wt 4 ü | 
1 Reign, ſeems for Peace - ſake moſt 
1 proper to be retained, ſo it be done 
without breach of Catholick Unity, 
or incurring the charge of Schiſm. 
Indeefl, we had very great reaſon to 
reſume our Primitive Right, and Pri. 
vilege of Exemption from the JuriſdiQi- 
on of the Biſhop of Rome, when by 
means thereof, he Lorded it over our 
Faith, and impoſed manifeſt and groſs 
Corruptions both in Doctrine and Wor- 
ſhip upon our Conſciences. But this 
bY} by the way. We return to the Article 
ith of the Trent Creed now before us. 
bY | Concerning which, it is farther to be 
obſerved, that it founds the univerſal 
Paſtorſhip of the Biſhop of Rome up- 
on a Divine Right. It ſays, the BH 
of Rome zs the Vicar of Feſus Chriſt , 
1. e. under Chriſt the Head and Gover- 
nour of the univerſal Church. Q jure? 
He is St. Peter's Succeſſor. What then? 
Why St. Perer was conſtituted by Chrilt 
the Prince of the Apoſtles, i. e. (it then 


* 
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be any connexion of Parts inthe Article) 
he had by Chrift committed to him Au- 
thority and Juriſdiftion over the reſt of 
the Apoſtles, and. conſequently over the 
whole Church. 

But the falſhood and folly of this pre- 
tence, hath been manifeſtly expoſed by 
very many Writers of our Fs 
Church: Particularly, that Davenant 
oreat Man Dr. Bramhall, Detern. QA7. 
Primate of Ireland, hath 8 
ſufficiently refuted it in theſe few words. 
* Let us conſider, faith he, 

Firſt, Thar all the Twelve Apoſtles 
* were equal in Miſſion, equal in Com- 
* miſſion, equal in Power, equal in Ho- 
* nour, equal in all things, except = 
* ority of Order, without which no So- 
* ciety can well ſubſiſt. | 

80 much Bellarmin de Pont. 


confeſſeth, that by theſe 11.4 · cap. 22. 


* words, As my Father ſent 34 
me, ſo ſend I you, our Saviour en- 


* dowed them with all the fulneſs of 
Power that mortal Men were capable 


"of, And therefore no fingle Apoſtle 
had Juriſdiction over the reſt, Equals 
have no power over each other; but the 
whole College of Apoſtles, ro which 
© the ſupreme Managery of Eccleſiaſtical 
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7 Aﬀairs did belong in common: Whe- 
* ther anew Apoſtle was to be ordaind, 
dor the Office of Deaconſhip was to be 
* erected ; or fit Perſons were to be de- 
* legated for the ordering of the Church, 
« as Peter and Fobhn, Fudas 

AFs rt. c. 6. © and Silas; or Informati- 
c. g. c. 15. c. 11. ons of great moment 
were to be heard, as a- 

<« gainſt Peter himſelf ? (tho? Peter out 
* of modeſty might condeſcend, and ſub- 
« mit to that to which he was not ob- 
* liged in Duty; yet it had not become 
the other Apoſtles to fit as Judges upon 
© their Superior, placed over them by 
„ Chriſt;) or whether the weightier 
* Queſtions, of the calling of the Gen- 
« tiles, and Circumciſion, and the Law 
* of Moſes, were to be determin'd ? 
x — we find the Supremacy in the Col- 
* Secondly, That drowſie Dream, that 
the plenitude of Ecclefiaſtical Power 
and Juriſdiaion was given by Chriſt 
eto St. Peter, as to an ordinary Paſtor, 
« to be derived from him to his Suc- 
* celfors, but to the reſt of the Apoſtles, 
eas Delegates for term of Life, to die 
© with themſelves, as it is lately and bold- 
y aſterted, without Reaſon, without 
5 Authority 
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« Authority either Divine or Humane; fo 
| « it is moſt repugnant to the Doctrine of 
| the Fathers, who make all Biſhops to 
| be the Vicars and Embaſſadors of Chriſt, 
(not of the Pope) and Succeſſors of the 
* Apoſtles, indifferently Vicaria Ordina- 
* t;0ne, who make but one Epiſcopacy 

; * in the World, whereof every Biſhop 
* hath his ſhare. St. Peter was a Paſtor, 
and the Paſtoral Office is of perpetual 
* neceffity in the Church. True; but 
“ ſo were all the reſt of the Apoſtles Pa- 
* {tors as well as he. And if we ex- 
* amine the matter more narrowly, cui 
* bono? For whoſe advantage this Di- 
* ſtinction was deviſed ? It was not for 
St. Peter's own advantage, who ſetting 
* afide his Principality of Order; is con- 
* feſſed to have had but an equal ſhare 
* of Power with his Fellow Apoſtles, but F 
for the Pope's Advantage, and the Ro- 
* man Court's, whom they deſire to in- 
*© veſt, ſolely with the Key of all Original 
*© Juxiſdiction. | 

% And if we trace on this Argument a 
little farther, to ſearch out how tile 
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*© Biſhop of Rome comes to be St. Perer's 
. Heir, ex aſſe, to the excluſion of his 
1 * elder Brother the Biſhop of Antioch, 


they produce no Authority that I have 
b © ſeen, 
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e ſeen, bura blind, ill grounded Legend, 
ce out of a counterfeit Hege ſippus, of St. 
Peter's being about to leave Rome, and 
% Chriſt's meeting him upon the way, 
and admoniſhing him to return to Rome, 
© where he muſt be crucified for his 
« Name ; which Reaſon halts on both 
ce ſides; the Foundation is Apocryphal, 
c and the Superſtructure is weak and un- 
* c jointed, without any neceſſary con- 
1 * nexion. | 
1 We have now, I think, ſufficiently 
4 made good our ſecond Charge againſt 
7 the Church of Rome, viz. That ſhe hath 
1 changed the Primitive Canon and Rule of 
_ Faith, by adding many new Articles to it; 
and thoſe ſo far from being neceſſary Ar. 
ticles of Faith, that they are not Truths, 
but manifeſtly erroneous Propoſitions, 
repugnant to Reaſon, Scripture, and the 
ſenſe of the Primitive Catholick Church. 
And yet all the Clergy of the Roman 
wh Communion are now forced not only to 
1 


ſubſcribe, but in the moſt ſolemn man- 
ner to {ſwear to them. O miſerably en- 
flaved Clergy ! 

There was a time when the Gallican 
Church underſtood her own Liberty, and 
| boldly aſſerted it, refuſing to own the Au- 
thority of the Trent ˖ Convention, as 7 
| * 


ſaid Pius. And although (moſt holy Fa- 
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altogether influenced and govern'd by the 
Court of Rome. *Twas a brave Proteſta- 
tion of the Embaſſador of France, made 
in the face of the Council of Trent, in 
the Name of the King his Maſter, and the 
French Clergy, in theſe words: We re- 
fuſe to be ſubject to the 

Command and Diſpoſition of Goldaſt. Tom. 
Pius the Fourth; we reject, 3+ P. 571+ - 
refuſe, and contemn all the | 
Fudgments, Cenſures, and Decrees of the 


thers ) your Religion, Life and Learning, 
was. ever, and ever ſhall be of great 
efteem with s; yet ſeeing indeed you do 
nothing, but all things are done at Rome 
rather than at Trent, and the things that 
are bere Hou are rather the Decrees 
of Pius the Fourth than of the Council of 
Trent; we denounce and proteſt here be- 
fore you all, that whatſoever things are 
decreed and publiſh'd in this Aſſembly, by 
the meer Will and Pleaſure of Pius, net- 
ther the moſt _— King will ever ap- 
prove, nor the French Clergy ever ac- 
knowledge to be the Decrees of a General 
Council. 

I wiſh the Gallican Church had ſtill 
perſiſted in this reſolution: Tes, (faith 
a great Man of our Church /o ſhe did, 


and 
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and doth to this Day. [Fox 
Bramball tho ſhe doth not oppoſe the 


Tom. r. p. 128. Council of Trent, but acqui- | 


eſce, to avoid ſuch Diſad. 
vantages as muſt enſue thereupon, yet ſhe 
did never admit it. | I ſhould be heartily 


glad if this were true; but if all the | 
Clergy of France, which repreſent the | 
French Church, do as well as the Clergy | 
of the other Roman Catholick Domini. 


ons, ſubſcribe and {wear to the Trent- 


Creed, (as 1 ſuppoſe they do; and if 


they did not, I cannot ſee how they 
could be accounted within the Commu- 
nion of the Roman Church) then they 
admit of the Council of Trent with a 
witneſs, in its full Extent and Latitude, 
as to all its Canons, Decrees, and Defi- 
nitions, not only which concern Points 
of Doctrine, (as is pretended,) but all 
other which relate to the Diſcipline and 
Government of the Church. For this is 
the laſt Article of the Trent Creed : 
« Moreover, what things ſoever elſe are 
« delivered, defined, and declared by the 
« Sacred Canons and Oecumenical Coun- 
« cils, and eſpecially by the holy Coun- 
« cjil of Trent, I undoubtedly receive and 
« profeſs. | 
Se. IV. 3. The third and laſt thing 
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we charge the Church of Rome with, is, 
That ſhe bath lamentably corrupted the 
Primitive Liturgy, and Form of Divine 
Worſhip. This was a necellary conſe- 
quent of the former; ſo corrupt a Faith 
could not but produce as corrupt a Wor- 
ſhip. To enumerate and repreſent in 
their proper Colours, all the Corruptions 
of the Worſhip of God in the Roman 
Church would fill a large Volume. I 
ſhall therefore only briefly point at ſome 
of them. The Prayers of that Church 
are in a Tongue generally not under- 
ſtood by the People, contrary to Reaſon, 
which of it ſelf dictates, that when we 
pray to God we ought to underſtand our 
own Prayers; contrary to the plain De- 
claration of Scripture, 1 Or. 14. contrary 
to the Practice of the Catholick Church 
in the firſt Ages, when Chriſtians every 
where prayed to God in the Language 
of their reſpective Countries, as Origen 
expreſly tells us in his Eighth: Book a- 
gainſt Cel ſus, p. 402. Fuſtin Martyr allo, 
who lived very near the Apoſtolick Age, 
informs us, That in the Chriſtian Aſſem- 
blies of his time, there were Kurt Ed xa, 
Common Prayers, 1. . Prayers wherein 
all that were preſent, joined in common, 
and bore a part ; and that (as we _ 
rom 
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from other very ancient 
— Serm. Authors,) by making their 
e Oratione. Reſponſes aloud in due 
place, and by ſaying the 
other Prayer after the Prieſt or Deacon, 
Submiſſa voce. Now there are no ſuch 
Common Prayers in the Church of Rome, 
the Prieſts ſay and do all; the People 
being left to gaze about, or to whiſper 
one to another, or to look upon their 
private Manuals of Devotion, according 
as their inclination leads them. 
- Again, whereas in the firſt and beſt 
Apes, the Churches of Chriſt directed 
all their Prayers, according to the Scrip- 
ture, to God only through the alone me- 
diation of Jeſus Chriſt : The Liturgy of 
the preſent Church of Rome, is interſper- 
ſed with Supplications and Prayers to 
Angels and Saints, the unwarrantable- 
neſs whereof I have above ſufficiently 
ſhewn. To what is there ſaid, I ſhall 
only add theſe two Confiderations. 

1/t. Suppoſing (not granting) the lear- 
ned Men of the Roman Church could by 
their ſubtle Diſtinctions, ſo refine the 
Practice of the Invocation of Angels and 
Saints, as to make It innocent to them- 
ſelves; yet Experience tells us, that the 


common People, who underſtand - not 
thoſe 
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thoſe Diſtinctions, are prone to tranſ- 
preſs, and run into Sin, and a grievous 
Sin too, in their Practice of it, vig. to 
be taken off in a great degree from 
that truſt and affiance, that entire depen- 
dence on Chriſt, that love and gratirude 
toward him which they ought to have, 
and indeed to be more tond of the Saints 
than of their Saviour. Ir is viſible to 
all Men, with what zeal the filly delu- 
ded Souls run to the Shrines of the Saints, 
how even prodigal they are in their Ot- 
terings to them, when in the mean time 
their Devotion toward their Saviour is 
very cold, and their Oblations to him 
ſparing and niggardly. This is ſo ma- 
niteſt, that it hath been confeſsd by 
learned Men of the Rowan Communion. 
It is acknowledged by Biel, in Can. Miſſ. 
Lect. 30.in Exfoſ, Cant. Marie. © Moſt 
** of us are more affected towards ſome 
e Saint, than towards our Lord himſelf. 
By our Halenſis, Par. 4. Queſt. 26. 
Memb. 3. © Sometimes Sinners are more 
** inclinable to ſupplicate the Saints, 


than the Judge. Caſſander alſo con- 


feſſerh, there are Men in the Church of 
Rome, (otherwiſe no ill Men,) who truſt 
in their Patron-Saints more than in Chriſt 


their Redeemer. His words are thele + 
© There 
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cc There are ſome, and thoſe no bad Men 
c neither, who have made choice of cer- 
oe tain Saints for their Patrons and Guar- 
ce dians, and put more truſt in their 
* Merits and Interceſhon, than in the 
“ Merits of Chriſt. 
2dly. Whereas it is pretended by ſome 
Romaniſis, eſpecially of late, that their 
Prayers to Saints amount to no more 
than an Ora pro nobis, a praying, or 
deſiring them to pray tor us, as we de- 
fire the Prayers of one another here on 
Earth; this is manifeſtly falſe. For be- 
ſides what hath been before obſerved, 
that they pray to Saints Deceaſed, and 
in a ſtate and place vaſtly diſtant from 
them, wherein they cannot poſſibly hear 
their Prayers, unleſs by Revelation, or 
in Speculo Trinitatis, which are ground- 
leſs imaginations : I fay beſides this, di- 
vers of tlieir greateſt Doctors ingenuoully 
confeſs, yea, and boldly profeſs, that they 
pray to the Saints, as they are appointed 
by God, to be canales gratie, between 
him and us; Conduit-pipes 
Part 4. Queſt. or Inſtruments of convey- 
26. Art 5. ing his Grace to us. 80 
our Halenſis: © Seeing the 
% Divine Grace deſcends upon us by 


means of the Saints, it is but fit that 
| c 
our 
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« our aſcent to God be through their 
© Mediation. So their learned arch- 
tiſhop of Florence + © It is the Law of 
© the Deity to raiſe the things below to 
© thoſe that are above, by 

© thoſe in the middle; Part 3. tit. 3. 
© hut as to the gifts of 

© Grace, the Saints ſtand in the middle 
betwixt God and ſuch as are travel- 
f ling towards him. Hence the divine 
« Benefits deſcend upon us by the medi- 
© ation of Angelsand holy Souls. They 
ſay alſo, that the Saints do procure for 
us, and convey to us God's Bleſſings by 
the merit of their interceſhon, and that 
this is the ground of their praying to 
them. So again wb: ſupra : © The 
© Saints are invoked by us by reaſon of 
© our want of merit, that where our de- 
© feQts fail, thoſe of others may help 
e us out. So the great | 
Maſter of the Sentences, Li“. 4. Dif. 
Peter Lombard : © We 75 

© pray them to intercede for us, that is, 
that their merits may ſuccour us. 

And indeed moſt of their Prayers to 
the Saints are fo expreſſed, that they 
cannor without violence be interpreted 
to any other ſenſe. - 

But moſt extravagant is the invocati- 

on 
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on and worſhip of the Bleſſed Virgi 
| uſed and rrattiſed in the 

CR Low: Church ot Rome. I wil 

M31. & h 

Cult. fanc. not urge here the Hym 
in Cιαuανœοœ]sͤ time lung i 

their Churches: Buleech thy Mother 
* command thy Son, O happy Parent 
© Who makeſt expi:tion for our Wick 


-- edneſs, By thy \n110rity as a Motherf 


* command the Redeemer. Nor the 
Pſalter of our Ladv. mentioned alſo by 
Caſſander, as that which was in uſe in 
his time, in which through the whole] 
Book of Pſalms, whereioever the Nime! 
of the Lord occurr'd, it was changed into 


the name of our Lady. Tho? I know! 
not whether thoſe horrid Blaſphemies 
were ever cenſured and condemned by} 


any publick act of the Roman Church. 


But J do affirm, that there are ſtill | 
ſuch addrefles and fornis of Prayer to 
the bleſſed Virgin, either enjoyn'd, or | 
allow'4 by Authority to be uſed in the 


Church of Rome, as no Man, who hath 
a due concern for the honour of his-Ke- 
deemer, can read or hear without ab- 


horrence and deteſtation. Such is that, 


In the Office of Bleſſed Mary, where . 


they thus ſpeak to her:“ Hail Queen, 
ce the Mother of Mercy, our Life, De 


ce light 
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light, and Hope, hail; we ſhelter our 
« ſelves under thy protection, deſpiſe 
"not our ſupplications in the times of 
our neceſſity; but deliver us from all 
f dangers, thou ever glorious Virgin. 
ber this is Turely more than a Pray for us. 
For they pray unto her as their Lite and 
Hope, and fly to her as their Refuge 
Ind Protection, beſeeching her to deliver 
hem always from all dangers : But 
hiefly it is to be remark'd that ſhe is here 
called the Qucen and Mother of Mercy. 
Would you know the „ 

Wncaning of this? Bert ho- 1 19. Mo- 
%% will tell you: The , c. 
uuth is, whereas the 

Kingdom of God conſiſts in theſe two 
Vertues, Juſtice and Mercy, God be- 
fo ed on Mary, the Queen of Para- 


ſtill! " ite, the halt part of his Kingdom, 
* thar is, the Mercy. And for this 
or . vie it is, the is called the Mother 
the of Mercy. The ſame 7, Canon. 
ack expoſition you may find Aſiſa Leck. 8. 
Re. In Bie. And Caſſunder al- 

ab- 10 acknowledgetn this to he the {enſe 


ar, chat title given tothe Bleſſed Virgin. 

ere . In che Litany vi our Lady publiihed in 
en, Mfusln here among us, ſhe is called 
De. Y Queen of Angels, Patriarchs, Prophets 
ght * and 


. 4 * 
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and Apoſtles, ſource of the Founta 
of Grace, Refuge of Sinners, Comfo 
« of the Afflicted, and Advocate of 3 
* Chriſtians. Now we have no inſtand 
of ſuch Attributes given to the Bleſſq 
Virgin, either in the holy Scriptures, « 
in the Writings of the ancient Fathers 
and indeed they are too big for any met 
Creature. For here the Government d 
Heaven, and all the holy Angels therei 
is attributed to her, which belongs onlf 

to our Lord Chriſt. An 
Eplef. 1. 20. What do they mean by tha; 
21. 22. title which they give hg 

of Source (Scaturigo) 4 
the Fountain of Grace? I] cannot imagink 
any other meaning of it, than this, tha 
the Virgin Mazy receiving firſt the em 
nation pr efflux of Grace, from God thf 
Fountain of Grace, by and through het 
all Grace is carried and conveyed dowl 
to all the Faithful. And ſo indeed Ben 
nardinus explains the matter in the 

words : No Creature ha 
Serm. 61. Art. © obtained any Grace orb ig 
I. c. 28. c tue from God, but by th 

© diſpenſation of this piou 
% Mother. They that under this No 
tion addreſs themſelves to the Bleſſe 


Virgin, ſurely do much more than _ 


her to pray for them, as we defire the 
Prayers-of one another. | 
What do they mean when they ſay ſhe 
is the Refuge of Sinners? From what 
hath been {aid before, concerning the 
Kingdom of Mercy, * to be com- 
mitted to the Bleſſed Virgin, and con- 
cerning the Title of Queen of Mercy 
given her, we may conclude the ſenſe to 
be this, that when Sinners are troubled 
in their Conſciences, and terrified with 
the ſenſe of their Sins, and of the Judg- 
ments of God denounced againſt them, 
they may and ought to have recourſe to 
her, as the Queen of Mercy, as their 
Aſylum and Sanctuary to ſhelter and pro- 
tect them from the divine Vengeance. 
This a credible Author aſſures us, hath 
been repreſented in ſeveral Roman Ca- 
tholick Temples, in which Chriſt hath 
been painted with an angry menacin 
Countenance, caſting his Darts again 
Sinners, and the Bleſſed Virgin interpo- 
ſing her ſelf as Mediatrix and repelling 
his Darts. But Chriſt our Lord di- 
rects poor guilty Sinners, whoſe Con- 
ſciences are oppreſſed with the bur- 
then of their Sins, to a far better Refuge, 
yea the only Refuge they are to fly to, 
even to himſelf. Come unto me, all ye 
That 
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that labour and are heavy laden, and 1 


will give you reſt, Matth. 11. 28. 

And who can read without the great- 
eſt Horrour, ſuch a Prayer to the Bleſſed 
Virgin as this that follows : O my Lady, 
holy Mary, 1 recommend my ſelf into thy 
bleſſed truſt, and ſingular cuſtody, and 
into the boſom of thy Mercy, this Night 
and evermore, and in the hour of my 
death, as alſo my Soul and my Body: And 
T yield unto thee all my hope and conſolati- 
on, all my diſtreſs and miſeries, my life 
and the end thereof, that by thy moſt holy 
interceſſion, and by thy merits, all my 
works may be diretted according to thine 
and thy Son's will. Amen. What fuller 
expreſſions can we uſe to declare our ab- 
ſolute affiance, truſt and dependence on 
the eternal Son of God himſelf, than 
they here ule in this recommendation to 
the Virgin? And who obſerves not that 
the will of the Bleſſed Virgin is expreſly 
Joyn'd with the will of her Son, as the 
rule of our Actions, and that ſo, as, that 


ber will is ſet in the firſt place? A 
s {match of their old blaſphemous impie- 
ty, in advancing the Mother above the 
Son, and giving her a commanding 
power over him. Yet this recommen- 
dation to the Bleſſed Virgin, is * be 
| een 
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ſeen in a Manuel of Prayers and Litanies 
printed at Antwerp, no longer ago than 
1671. and that permiſſu 1 ap- 
pointed to be uſed in the Evening Prayer 
tor Fryday. The Book I had from a 
rear Relation of mine (who had been ſe- 
luced to the Church of Rome, but after- 
wards returned again to the Communi- 
on of the Church of England) who aſ- 
ſured me, that ſhe her ſelf uſed it, by 
W the direction of her Confeſſor in her 

W 2ivate Devotions. 
WM There was a Book publiſh'd (and that 
to permiſſu Superiorum) and in great 
ſogue among our Engliſh Catholicks in 
the Reign of King James the Second, 
ntituled, Contemplationt of the Life and 
Glory of the holy Mary. Wherein you 
may find theſe words, God hath by a ſo- 
nn Covenant pronounced Mary to be 
"treaſury of Wiſdom, Grace and Santti- 
under Feſws. So that what foever gifts 
we be ſtotoꝰd upon us by Jeſus, we receive 
em by the mediation of Mary; No one 
leing gracious to Feſus, who is not devo- 
to Mary, nor bath any one been ſpe- 
ally confident of the Patronage of Mary, 
uo hath not through her received a ſpe- 
cal bleſſing from Feſus. Whence it 7s 
ing great mark of * Predeſtination of 
the 
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the Elect, to be ſingularly devored 1 
Mary, /ince ſhe bath a full power as 
Mother, to obtain of Feſus, whatever 
can ask of God the Father, and is con 
prehended within the Sphere of Many 
Predeſtination to Glory, Redemption froſ 
Sin, and Regeneration by Grace. NeW | 
ther hath any one petitioned Mary, wif f 
was refuſed by Fe ſus, nor truſted i 
Mary and was abandoned by Feſws. AM ti 
terwards he tells us, p 9. That tho thi n 
condition of ſome great Sinners may i h 
| ſo deplorable, that all the limited Excel P 
lency, Merits, and Power, of all tf R 
Saints and Angels, cannot effeffually beni ti 
the Mercies of Feſus to relieve then $ 
yet ſuch is the acceptableneſs of ll 6 
Mother of Feſis, to Feſus, that who © 
ever is un ler the verge of her protechoſ t 
may confite in her interceſſions to ZeſA b 
There needs no Comment to fer tord 
the horridneſs of theſe aſſertions. Upoll ( 
the whole matter, 1 cannot bur thin] n 
thoſe tilly* Women of Arabia, who on te 
2 Year offer'd a Cake in honour to thi 1: 
Bleiled Virgin as Queen of Heaven, . 


be 1s exculable at leait as her Derote en 
in th: Church of Rome. And yer th b 
in their Days were thong { 


#ar. 79- worthy ot a place inthe a 


talogu 


on whit as well againſt the Papiſts. 
n allow?d and practiſed in the Church of 


primitive Inſtitution of that moſt Sacred 
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talogue of Hereticks. Sure I am moſt 


of the Arguments Epiphanius uſeth a- 
gainſt the Colliridians, may ſerve every 


To paſs by the Worſhip of Images, 


Rome, of which I have ſaid enough be- 
fore. 1 

Come ve now to the principal part of 
the Chriſtian Worſhip, the holy Sacra- 
ment of the Euchariſt. How lamentably 
bath the Church of Rome viriated the 


Kite! She hath taken from the Laity, 
the Bleſſed Cup, contrary to our Bleſſed 
Saviour's expreſs Command as expoun- 
ded by the practice of the Apoſtles, and 
of the univerſal Church of Chriſt, for 
the firſt ten Centuries, as hath been a- 
bove obſerv'd. 
All the learned Advocates of the Roman 
Church, with all their Sophiſtry, have 
not been able to defend her in this mat- 
ter. from manifeſt Sacrilege, and a vio- 
lation of the very Eſſentials of the Sa- 
crament, as to the Laity adminiſter'd, 
nor can they prove it ſo adminiſterd, to 
be a perfect Sacrament. He that would 
lee this in a ſhort compaſs fully proved, 
and all the weak Evaſions of the Roma- 


E 2 nifts 
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niſts obviated, may conſult 
Determ. our learned Biſhop Dave 
Queſt, 58. nant. Beſides, the whole 
adminiſtration of it is {of of 
clogg'd, ſo metaphoriz?d and defaced ” 
by the addition of a multitude of Cere- H 
monies, and thoſe ſome of them more m 
becoming the Stage, than the Table off 7 
our Lord, that if the bleſſed Apoſtles *: 
were alive, and preſent at the celebrati- © 
on of the Maſs in the Roman Church, ! 
they would be amaz'd, and wonder what 
the meaning of it was ; ſure I am, they 
would never own it to be that ſame Or- 
dinance which they left to the Churches. 
But the worſt Ceremony of all is tie 
elevation of the Hoſt, to be ador'd by 
the People, as very Chriſt himſelf under} 
the appearance of Bread, Whole Chiilt, 
Or ?, God and Man, while they 
negleCt the old /zr/um corda, rhe litting | 
up of their Hearts to Heaven, where | 
whole Chriſt indeed is. A practice this 
is, which nothing can excuſe from the 
groſſeſt Idolatry, but their groſs ſtupi- 
dity, or rather infatuation, in thinking 
that a piece of Bread, can by any means 
whatſoever, or ho ſoever conſecrated WM 
and bleſſed, become their very God and 
Saviour. A very fad excuſe indeed. 
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| Moreover by what Reaſon, by what 


Scripture, by what example or practice 
of the Primitive Churches, can the Ro- 
naniſts defend their carrying about the 
Holy Sacrament in proceſſion, or the 
mockery of their ſolitary Maſſes? I 
might paſs from the holy Euchariſt, to 
tas other Sacrament of Baptiſm, and 
expoſe the many ſtrange Ceremonies 
ulel in the Roman Church in the Conſe- 
cation of the Font, and in the very Ad- 
miniſtration of that Sacrament. I might 
alſo take notice of the Prayers uſed by the 
order of the Rowan Church in the con- 
ſecration or bleſſing of certain inanimate 
things, for the producing ſupernatural 
ettects, ſuch as curing Diſeaſes, driving 
117ay Devils, Cc. without any warrant 
trom Scripture, or promiſe of God, that 
ſuch effects ſhall follow But I ſhall 

{on here. | 
| have now gore through the ſeveral 
Heads of Diſcourſe, which I propoſed 
to my ſelf, and ſufficiently I think pro- 
ved that the Church of Roe, hath al- 
tered the Primitive Eccleſiaſtical Govern- 
ment; changed the primitive Canon or 
Rule of Faith, and laſtly, miſerably cor- 
rupted the primitive Liturgy, and Form 
of Divine Worſhip. For theſe reaſons 
E 3 laid 


— 
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laid together, I can never be induced to 
enter into the Communion of the Roman 
Church as now it is: And for the ſame | ſ 
reaſon (to ſpeak my Mind freely, ) 1 
wonder how ſo learned a Man as Mon- 
fieur de Meaux can with a good and 
quiet Conſcience continue in it. 


Thus ſaith the Lord, Stand ye in 
the ways and ſee, and ask for 
the old paths, where is the good © 
way, and walk therein, and je 
ſhall find reſt for your Souls, 
Jer. 6. v. 16. f 
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Je Differences in the chief Points of 
* Re ligion, between the Roman Ca- 
- tholicks, and us of the Church of 
od En, la nd : 5 fogeth er with the Agrec- 
ye ments Cn we fer our parts pro- 


feſs, and are ready to embrace, if 
they for theirs were as ready to accord 
wad us in the ſame. Written to 
the late Counteſs of Peterborough, 
V Dr. John Coſins, afterwards 


Lond Biſhop of Durham. 
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V E that profeſs the Catholick Faith 

and Religion in the Church of 
England, do not agree with the Roman 
Catholicks in any thing whereunto they 
now endeavour to convert us. But we 
totally diſſent from them (as they do from 
the Antient Catholick Church) in theſe 


points. 
E 4 1. That 
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"APPENDIX 
1. That the Church of Rome is the 


Mother and Miſtreſs of all other Church- 


es in the World. 


That the Pope of Rome is the Vicar 
3 of Chriſt: Or that he hath an 
Univerſal Juriſdiction over all Chriſtians 


chat {hall be ſaved. 


That either the Synod of Trent was . 
a Be Council; or that all the Ca- 


nons thereof are to be received as mat- 


ters of Catholick Faith, under pain of 


DEE 7 
Lammnatlon. 


a. That Chriſt hath inſtituted ſeven 
true and proper Sacraments in the New 
en neither more nor leſs, all con- 


ferring Grace, and all neceſſary to Sal 
vation. 


viour in the Maſs, as a real, proper and 
propitiatory Sacrifice for the quick and 
the dead, and that whoſoever believes it 
not, is eternally damn'd. 

6. That in the Sacrament ofthe Eu- 
chariſt, the whole ſubſtance of Bread is 
converted into the ſubſtance. of Chrilt's 
Body, and the whole ſubltanegaot Wire 
into his Blood, ſo truly and properly, 
as that after Conſecration, there is nel- 
ther any Bread nor Wing xemaining 
there, which they call Tranlgbſtantiari- 
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on, and impoſe upon all Perſons under 


pain of Damnation to be believed. 


7. That the Communion under one 
kind, is ſufficient and lawtul (notwith- 
ſtanding the Inſtitution of Chriſt under 
both) and that whoſoever believes or 
holds otherwiſe is damned. 

8. That there is a Purgatory after this 
Life, wherein the Souls of the dead are 


puniſhed, and from whence they are 


terch'd out by the Prayers and Offerings 
of the Living: And that there is no 


Salvation poſſibly to be had by any that 


will not believe as much. | 

9. That all the old Saints departed, 
and all thoſe dead Men and Women, 
whom the Pope hath of late canoniz'd 
for Saints, or ſhall hereafrer do ſo, who- 
{oever they be, are and ought to be in- 


vocated by the Religious Prayers and 


Devotions of all Perſons, and that they 
who do not believe this as an Article of 
their Catholick Faith cannot be ſaved. 

10. That the Reliques of all theſe 
true or reputed Saints, ought to be reli- 
gioully worſhipped ; and that whoſoever 
holdeth the contrary is damned. 

11. That the Images of Chriſt and 
the bleſſed Virgin, and of the other Saints, 


E 5 | but 


ought not only to be had and retained, . 
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but likewiſe to be honoured and wor- 

ſhipped, according to the uſe and 

practices of the Roman Church, and 

that this is to be believed as of neceſſity 

to Salvation. | 

12. That the power and uſe of Indul- 

gences, as they are now practiſed in the 

Church of Rome, both for the Living and 

the Dead, is to be received and held of 
all under pain of eternal Perdirion. 

13. That all the Ceremonies uſed by 

the Roman Church in the Adminiſtrati- 

on of the Sacrament (ſuch as are Spittle 
and Salt in Baptiſm, the five Croſſes 
upon the Altars, and Sacrament of the 
Euchariſt, the holding of that Sacra- 
ment over the Prieſt's head to be adored, 
the expoſing of it in their Churches to 
be worthipped by the People, the cir- 
cumgeſtation and carrying of it abroad 
in Proceſſion upon their Corpus Chriſt: 
day, and to their Sick for the ſame, the 
Oyl and Chriſm in Confirmation, the 
anointing of the Ears, the Eyes and 
Noſes, the Hands and Reins of thoſe 
that are ready to dye; the giving of an 
empty Chalice and Paten, to them that 
are to be ordained Prieſts, and many 
others of this narure, now in uſe with 
them) are of neceſſity to Salvation, 0 
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be approved and admtted by all other 
Churches. 

14. That all the Eccleſiaſtical Obſer- 
vations and Conſtitutions of the ſame 
Church (ſuch as are their Laws of for- 
bidding all Prieſts ro Marry; the ap- 
pointing ſeveral orders of Monks, Friers, 
and Nuns in the Church ; the Service of 
God in an unknown Tongue, rhe ſaying 
of a number of Ave Marias by tale up- 
on their Chaplets; the ſprinkling of 
themſelves and the dead Bodies with 
Holy Water, as operative and effectual 
to the Remiſhon ot venial Sins, the di- 
ſtinctions of Meats to be held for true 
Faſting, the religious Conſecration and 
incenſing of Images, the baptizing of 
Bells, the dedicating. of divers Holy- - 
days for the immaculate Conception, 
and the bodily Aſſumption of the bleſſed 
Virgin; and for Corpus Chriſti, or Tran- 
ſubſtantiarion of the Sacrament; the 
making of the Apocryphal Books to be 
as Canonical as any of rtfexeſt of the 
holy and undoubted Scriptures, the 
keeping of thoſe Scriptures from the free 
uſe and reading of the People, the ap- 
proving of their own Latin Tranſlation - 
only, and divers other matters of the - 
like nature) are ro be approved, held 


and : 
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and believed as needful to Salvation, and 
that whoever approves them not, is out 
of the Catholick Church, and muſt be 
damned. 

All which, in their ſeveral reſpeQts, 
we hold ſome to be pernicious, ſome 
unneceſſary, many falſe, and many fond, 
and none of them to be impoſed upon 
any Church or any Chriſtian, as the Ro- 
man Catholicks do upon all Chriſtians, 
and all Churches whatſoever, for mat- 
ters needful to be approved for eternal 
Salvation. 


Our AGREEMENTS 


FF the Roman Catholicks would make 

the Eſſence of their Church (as we 
do ours) to conſiſt in theſe following 
oints, we are at accord with them : 
n the reception and believing of : 

1. All the Two and Twenty Canoni- 
cal Books of the Old Teſtament, and 
the Twenty Seven of the New, as the 
only Foundation and perfect Rule of 
our Faith. 


2. All 
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2. All the Apoſtolical and Antient 
Creeds, eſpecially thoſe which are com- 
monly called the Apoſtles Creed, the 
Nicene Creed, and the Creed of St. 
Athanaſizes, all which are clearly dedu- 
ced out of the Scriptures. 

3. All the Decrees of Faith and Do- 
ctrine ſet forth as well in the firſt four 
General Councils, as in all other Coun- 
cils, which thoſe firſt tour approved and 
confirmed, and in the 5th and 6th Ge- 
neral Councils befides (than which we 
tind no more to be General) and in all 
the following Councils that be thereunto 
agreeable; and in all the Anathema's or 
Condemnations given out by thoſe Coun- 
cils againſt Hereticks, for the defence of 
the Catholick Faith. . 

4. The unanimous and general conſent 
of the Antient Catholick Fathers, and 
the Univerſal Church of Chriſt, in the 
Interpretation of the Holy Scriptures, 
and the Collection of all neceſſary mat- 
ters of Faith, from them during the firſt 
Six Hundred Years, and downwaads to 
our own days. 

5. In acknowledgment of the Biſhop 
of Rome, if he would rule and be ruled 
by the antient Canons of the Church, to 
be the Patriarch of the Veſt, by * 
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. of Eccleſiaſtical and Imperial Conſtitu- F _. 
l tion, in ſuch plices where the Kings ip 


and Governors of thoſe places had re- i ** 
ceived him, and found it behooful for A} fa 
them to make uſe of his Juriſdiction, } * 


without any neceſſary dependence upon F 
him by divine Right. | 


6. In the reception and uſe of the two i 
bleſſed Sacraments by our Saviour; in 4 
the confirmation of thoſe Perſons that 
are to be ſtrengthened in their Chriſtian : | 


Faith, by Prayer and Impofition of 
Hands, according to the examples of 
the holy Apoſtles, and antient Biſhops 
of the Catholick Church; in the Pub- 
lick and Solemn Benediction of Perſons, 
tbat are to be Joyned together in holy 
Matrimony; in publick or private Ab- 
ſolution of penitent Sinners; in the 
Conſecrating of Biſhops, and the Or- 
daining of Prieſts and Deacons for thjge 
Service of God in his Church by a Jau 
ful Succeſſion; and in viſiting the Sick/, 
by praying for them, and adminiſtring 
the bleſſed Sacrament to them, together 
with a final Abſolution of them from 
their repented Sins. 
7. In Commemoratirg at the Eucha- 
riſt, the ſacrifice of Chriſt's Body and 
Blood, once truly offered for us. 


8. In 
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8. In acknowledging his ſacramental, 
ſpiritual, true and real Preſence there 
to the Souls of all them, that come 
faichfully and devoutly to receive him 
according to his own Inſtitution in that 
Holy Sacrament. 

9. In giving thanks to God for them, 
that are departed out of this Lite in 
the true Faith of Chriſt's Catholick 
Church, and in praying to God that 
they may have a Joyful Reſurrection, 
and a perfect Conſummation of Bliſs, 
both in their Bodies and Souls, in his 
Eternal Kingdom of Glory. 

10. In the Hiſtorical and Moderate 
Uſe of Painted and true Stories, either 
for Memory or Ornament, where there 
is no danger to have them abuſed or 
worſhipped with Religious Honour, 

11. In the uſe of Indulgences, or aba- 
ting the Rigour of the Canons, impoſed 
upon Offenders according to their Re- 
pentance, and their want of ability to 
undergo them. 

12. In the Adminiſtration of the Two 
Sacraments , and other Rites of the 
Church, with Ceremonies of Decency 
and Order, according to the Precept 
of the Apoſtle, and the free Practice of 
the Antient Chriſtans, | 


13. In 
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13. In obſerving ſuch Holy Days and 
Times of Faſting, as were in uſe in the 
firſt: Ages of the Church, or afterwards 
received upon juſt Grounds, by Publick 
and Lawful Authority. 

14. Finally, in the reception of all 
Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitutions and Canons 
made for the ordering of our Church, 
or others; which are not repugnant 
either to the Word of God, or the Pow- 
er of Kings, or the Laws eſtabliſhed 
by rigbt Authority in any Nation. 
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The Creed of Pope Pius IV. 
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| JJ After having recited the Nicene Creed, 


| the following Articles are thus con- 
CN tinued, vin. g 
| 13. 1 Moſt firmly receive and embrace : 

J the Apoſtolical and Eccleſiaſtical 2 


Traditions, and all the other Obſer- 
vances and Conſtitutions of the ſame 
Church. 

14. I do receive the Holy Scriptures 
in the ſame ſenſe that Holy Mother 
Church doth, and always hath, to whom 
it belongs to judge of the true ſenſe 
and interpretation of them ; neither will 
| receive and interpret them otherways 
than according to the unanimous conſent 
ct the Fathers. | 
15. I do alſo profeſs, that there are 
3 t1icven Sacraments of the new Law, truly 
and properly ſo called, inſtituted by 

our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and neceſſary to 
the Salvation of Mankind, though not 
all of them to every one, vi. Baptiſm, 
Confirmation, the Eucharſt, Penance, 
Extreme Unction, Orders and Marriage, 
and 
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and that they do conter Grace; and that 
of theſe, Baptiſm, Confirmation and 
Orders, may not be repeated without 
Sacrilege. I do allo receive and admit 
the received and approved Rites of the 
Catholick Church, in the ſolemn Admi- 
niſtration of the aboveſaid Sacraments. 

16. I do embrace and receive all and 
every thing that hath been defined and 
declared by the holy Council of Trent, 
concerning Original Sin and Juſtifica- 
tion. 

17. I do alſo profeſs, that in the Maſs 
there is offered a true, proper, and pro- 
pitiatory Sacrifice tor the Quick and 
the Dead; and that in the moſt holy 
Sacrament of the Euchariſt, there is tru- 
ly, really and ſubſtantially, the Body 
and Blood, together with che Soul and 
Divinity of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and 
that there is a change made of the whole 
ſubſtance of Bread into the Body, and 
of the whole ſubſtance of Wine into the 


Blood; which change the Catholick 


Church calls Tranſubſtantiation. 

18. I confeſs alſo, that under one 
Kind only, whole and entire Chriſt, 
and a true Sacrament, is taken and re- 
ceived. 

19. I do firmly hold, that there is a 
Purgatory, 
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Purgatory, and thar the Souls there de- 
tained, are relieved by the Suffrages of 
the Faithful. 

20. I do likewiſe believe, that the 
Saints reigning together with Chriſt, 
are to be worthipped and prayed unto, 
and that they do offer Prayers unto God 
for us, and that their Kelicks are to be 
had in veneration. 

21. I do moſt firmly aſſert, that the 
[mages of Chriſt, and of the ever Virgin 
Mother of God, and of rhe other Saints, 
ought to be had and retained, and that 
due Honour and Veneration ought to be 
given to them. 

22. 1 do affirm, that the power of 
Indulgences was left by Chriſt in the 
Church, and that the uſe of them is very 
beneficial to Chriſtian People. 

23. I do acknowledge, the holy Ca- 
tholick and Apoſtolick Roman Church, 
to be the Mother and Miſtreſs of all 
Churches ; and I do promiſe and {wear 
true obedience to the Biſhop of Rome, 
the Succeſſor of St. Peter, the Prince 
of the Apoſtles, and Vicar of Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

24. J do alſo without the leaſt doubt, 
receive and profeſs all other things which 
have been delivered, defined and decla- 


red 
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red by the ſacred Canons and œcumeni- 
cal Councils, and eſpecially by the holy 
Synod of Trent; and all things contra- 
ry thereunto, and all Hereſies whatſo- 
ever condemned, rejected and anathe- 
matized by the Church, I do likewiſe 
condemn, reject and anathematize. This 
true Carholick Faith, without which no 
Man can be ſaved, which at this time I 
freely profeſs, and truly embrace, I will 
be careful (by the help of God) that the 
ſame be retained, and firmly profeſſed 
whole and inviolate as long as I live; 
and that as much as in me lies, that it 
be held, taught and preach'd by thoſe 
under my power, and by ſuch as I ſhall 
have charge over in my Profeſſion. I 
the ſaid N. promiſe, vow and 
ſwear : So help me God, and theſe his 
Holy Golpels. 
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